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Courageous Mr. Richardson. 

Bell employes, even including the highest executive officers 
of licensee companies, are a carefully educated body of men. 
Their public utterances, like their requisitions for material, have 
to be standardized. “The Telephone is a Natural Monopoly” 
is the first lesson in the primer. The second is: “———— has 
the best service in the world.” This latter is for local uss 
only, the blank to be supplied by the proper name. 

President L. D. Richardson, of the Central Union, cam« 
mighty near touching off some dynamite in a recent talk on 
“The Corporation and the Public Service Commission.” In 
cidentally he showed that he is a man big enough to think for 
himself, and courageous enough to controvert the primer 
when it lies. Here is what he said: 

“Give to one man the power to enact the laws, to interpret 
them, and to see to their execution, and that man becomes at 
once a tyrant and his government a despotism. This result has 
ever and must ever follow such an investment of authority in 
a single individual. If this concentration of powers be vested 
in a number of men, provided the number be limited within any 
reasonable bounds—the character of the government will be 
the same. One or more persons may be safely trusted with 
either one of the functions, but the danger lies in the concen- 
tration of all in the same hands.” 

Mere common sense will show the application of this prin- 
ciple to a great industry, affecting the daily lives of more than 
a quarter of the country’s population. As far as the telephone 
industry is concerned, experience has shown that Mr. Richard 
son’s statement is applicable. Indeed, it is more than likely 
that he observed conditions in this industry, and drew there- 
from the conclusions which he applies to government in gen- 
eral. 

Mr. Richardson is to be congratulated upon having the 
courage to speak the truth. Such courage, combined with 
equal common sense, among Bell executives in general, would 
soon put the telephone industry at the head of all public servic: 


enterprises. 





The Storage of Supplies. 

To have materials and repair parts at hand when needed 
is a great comfort to the maintenance man, and to the 
public who depend on the telephone company for reliable 


service. It needs no argument to prove that service suf- 


fers if a long wait must be endured while repairs are 
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ordered from the jobber or manufacturer. When a coil is 
found defective, a good one should be at hand for imme- 
diate shipment. When a transmitter goes bad, or a mouth- 
piece breaks, a new one should be there for service. 

The proper storage of supplies requires careful thought 
and attention to the nature and needs of each class of 
goods. To store all things alike is to invite certain loss. 
The wise manager provides a place for each kind which is 
suitable to it, and sees to it that the classification is main- 
tained. 

In all telephone companies of sufficient size the employ- 
ment of a stock-keeper is a measure of economy. He may 
be employed at repair work when not otherwise engaged, 
but the point is to allow no one else access to the goods. 
This will prevent confusion and loss. Even the small com- 
pany will find it advantageous to charge some one person 
with the stock and hold him responsible for its care and main- 
tenance. 

A few specific examples show how well this works out: 

Poles will keep almost indefinitely if piled on skids or 
old poles, so as to keep them clear of the ground. Crossed 
arms, pins and pole hardware should be kept under cover 
and arranged in piles, bins or boxes for ready access. An 
of dampness will not be detrimental, 


ordinary amount 


especially if the pole hardware is well galvanized. 

Switchboard parts are usually quite susceptible to dust, 
moisture, and corrosive fumes, and should be so stored as 
to shield them from these injurious influences. A room 
in the basement is a bad place for coils, cords and the like, 
for it is almost sure to be damp. In time dampness will 
spoil all such goods and some dry room on the first floor 
or higher is the only safe place. 

But because any stock has been stored in what seems to 
be a safe place, it is not good business to assume that it 
will always remain so. Inspection should be made from 
time to time to see that no change in the conditions is taking 
place. By occasionally looking at the goods or opening a 
box at the back of the shelf, it may be known without 


undue labor that all is well. 





The telephone places the ear of the commercial world at 


your command. 





Why it is Better to Pay Dividends than Re-invest Earn- 
ings. 

Probably the most practical comment on this subject, as ap- 
plied to Independent telephone companies, which has ever been 
made is the following contained in a letter by Richard Valen- 
tine, secretary of the Rock County Telephone Company, Janes- 
ville, Wisconsin: 

He said: “In nine cases out of ten where stockholders in 
Independent companies become discouraged, and vote to sell 
out, it is because of improper management. It generally comes 
about because the Independent company has used its rental 
money to extend its service, instead of using it for dividends 
and selling stock to provide money for extensions. By paying 
no dividends they get the public to thinking they are not mak- 


ing money; consequently the public is wary about investing if 
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later on the company offers stock for sale. This leaves the 
original investors to carry the whole deal, and even they get 
tired after a short time. 

“Janesville and Beloit both started out in that way. Beloit 
When I took 


charge of Janesville as secretary, after the company had run 


stuck to it for eight years, and then sold out. 


a year, I persuaded our stockholders to pay regular dividends 
and sell stock for extensions. The consequence was that our 
stock was selling at $125 for each $100 share within two years, 
and investors were begging for it. 

“Beloit stuck to the plan of putting all the receipts into the 
plant, and as the receipts did not come anywhere near being 
sufficient for the extensions demanded by the public, they had 
to bond their plant, because there was no market for their 
stock. Stockholders who go without dividends for eight years 
get ‘tired’ and are in just the frame of mind to listen to the 
talk of the Bell sirens who talk merger. In the Beloit merget 
the Bell got 60 per cent of the stock, consequently the Bell has 
full control. No dividend has been paid except a small one for 
one year. Now the Bell company proposes to rebuild at a 
cost of $50,000 or more, and the Beloit Telephone Company 
stockholders must put up $20,000 of it or sell their holdings. 
Stockholders with whom I have talked say they will not put in 
another dollar, so in my opinion it will not be long before the 
Bell will buy their stock at its own figure. 

“I pointed this all out to the Beloit people before the merger 
was made, but to no effect; they told me how fair the Bell 
people talked and how sure they were that they would be 
treated fairly, etc. Now they begin to see things in a different 
light. 

“Incidentally this shows the minority stockholders who ‘holds 


the bag’ in these merger deals.” 





The telephone drops the husk and the shell and deals with 
the kernel of intercourse. 





Militant Feminine Regulation. 
A Dubuque woman has set the pace for lively methods of 
The Wisconsin Railroad Com- 


mission, which claims to have reduced delays by making stop- 


dealing with monopoly service. 


watch tests and recommending improvement, will have to look 
to its laurels. 

A mere man, in no way connected with the company, played 
the role of the innocent, but suffering bystander in this comedy 
of retribution. Infuriated by “Central’s” delays the woman 
strode into the public office, yanked open the door of a booth, 
and, as the local correspondent says, no sooner saw the occu- 
pant than she “smashed him on the jaw” with her handbag. As 
she did so the woman exclaimed, “Get out of here, I want to 
use that telephone.” 

Then, flushed with her easy victory, she rushed up the 
stairs, still with the instrument of vengeance in her hand. 
Operators yanked out their plugs and fled, wearing their tele- 
phones and tripping over the cords. 

The Monopoly engineers are understood to be considering 
the design of a standard iron door, with a peep hole, and a 
standard code of admission signals for use in exchanges where 


service has been “improved” by eliminating competition. 























Central Union Treachery 


A Raw Deal in Indiana—Bell Name Odious in Whitley County—Grateful for Early Alliance with Farmers— 
Objectionable Clauses in New Contract—Attempt to Force Bell Equipment—Wanted 
to Buy—Delays and Broken Promises. 


Signing a sublicensee contract is the first step toward 


putting a local company into the hands of the Bell inter- 


ests. The Bell organization uses this as an entering wedge. 
Tying up a whole district by such contracts, when the 
time of renewal comes for any one company, it forces 


burdensome terms, and either buys in the property, or cuts 
loose and leaves the local company stranded, without toll 
connections. TELEPHONY has_ repeatedly presented this 
summary of its observations of the working of the sub- 
licensee game, and warned local companies against taking 
the first step. 

A graphic story of the way such a deal actually worked 
out in Whitley County, Indiana, is told in a letter just 
received from Albert Bush, president of the Farmers Mu- 
tual Telephone Company, Columbia City. This company 
raised the Bell income in this territory from about $100 a 
year to $100 a month, and is now deliberately thrown over 
because it will not accept burdensome terms at the expira- 
tion of its contract. 

Following is the history of the situation, as written by Mr. 
3ush: 

“Your inquiry concerning the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company’s fight for supremacy is at hand. I will endeavor 
to give you the history of the telephone situation in Whit- 
ley County since its origin. 

“Some thirty years ago the Bell company installed a 
plant in Columbia City, with sixty patrons, charging $5.00 
per month for residence telephones and toll to all outside 
stations. There being no country subscribers, this meant 
that whenever a message was sent out of town toll had to 
be paid. 

“The charge was so exhorbitant that the State Legisla- 
ture limited the price to $3.50 per month. 

“Following this act the Bell company gave up the local 
work and retained only a toll station. About fifteen years 
-go a number of citizens of Columbia City planned a local 
But 


the farmers in the different parts of the county wanted 


company, with a view of developing the towns only. 


telephone service, and finally some lines were built into 
the country, and the smaller towns had stations. The rate 
charged was $1.50 per month for all subscribers, farmers 
and residences, on the Columbia City exchange, and $2.00 
for business telephones with toll between all stations. A 
company was formed at South Whitley and another at 
Churubusco with dollar rates for farms and residence, and 
$1.50 for business telephones. 
Bell in Bad Repute. 

“The sentiment against the Bell was so strong that these 
companies took on the Independent long distance lines, 
The 
mame Bell had an odium for the people of the county. 


only using the Bell where the others could not reach. 


Origin of the Farmers’ Company. 
“As time went on, more farmers wanted telephones and 


the Home company, as it was called, was very slow in 
Other 
counties were forming small local companies at dollar rates 


developing the country, saying that it did not pay. 


and those on the Columbia City board were demanding the 
same rates. Finally the patrons of one farm line ordered 
their telephones out, or dollar rates. They received as 
answer that under no consideration would their request be 
Matters 


continued to be agitated, and finally R. R. Scott, secretary 


granted, and _ the line was cleared of telephones. 


of the Wilmot company, began talking of organizing a 
Farmers’ company. Several meetings were held during the 
summer of 1903, and in September of that year the company 
was organized and incorporated under the name of the 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Company of Whitley County. 
After the organization of the Farmers the Home company 
reduced its rates to $1.00 per month, and gave free exchange 
to all stations in the county, and built lines and installed 
telephones wherever asked to do so 

“When the Mutual asked: the Independent company for 
long distance, the Home company claimed to have an ex- 
clusive contract for all toll business and the Mutual could 
not get the connection. 

Central Union a Willing Partner at First. 

“Turning to the despised Bell, or Central Union, this 
company was very willing to give the Mutual a three years’ 
contract, with a six months’ renewing clause. 

“When the Mutual applied for a franchise in Columbia 
City the Home company did all in its power to prevent 
the City Council from granting it, using as its argument 
that the Bell would be the Mutual’s long distance company. 
But in spite of all the Home could do to hamper the Mu- 
tual, it secured the franchise, and has had a phenomenal 
growth. At the present time it has a patronage of 1,500 
telephones. 

“When the Mutual was once firmly established, an effort 
was made by the Home Company to buy the plant. A 
meeting of the stockholders was called. The vote was 
unanimous against selling with urgent instructions to pro- 
ceed with the construction, and the Farmers’ company has 
at present exchanges at Laud, South Whitley, Larwill and 
Etna, all connected with the main exchange at Columbia 
City, and giving free county service. 

Mutual Asks for New Contract. 

“Before the three year contract with the Central Union 
The Bell 
field agent came to our office with a form of contract hav- 


expired the Mutual called for a new contract. 


ing a number of objectionable clauses, and in order to have 
these interlined a committee was sent to Indianapolis, to 
the head men of the Central Union company. After a hard 
contest several of the objectionable clauses were eliminated 
or modified, so that the Mutual committee was satisfied and 
signed the contracts and duplicates with the parting instruc- 
tions from Mr. Sylvan to ‘get busy and fill in what we have 
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agreed upon and we will do the same here, and you shall 
soon have your contract.’ 
A Waiting Game. 

“Our attorney wrote in the contracts the matter agreed 
upon, and sent them to Indianapolis, but no reply came. 
After waiting some time the company thought it advisable 
to have the president go to Indianapolis, and see why the 
contract did not come. Mr. Sylvan was out of the city 
and Mr. Maiden said the matter had not yet been reached, 
intimating that they would not be hurried in the matter. 

Broken Promise. 

“Nothing more was said about this contract until the 
president was called to Indianapolis to confer in regard to 
the telephone situation in Whitley County. At this meet- 
ing Mr. Sylvan again agreed to take up the contract and 
said, “I will send it to you.” But he did not. In the spring 
of 1909 the Home company, now called the Whitley County 
company, planned extensive improvements, and Mr. Sylvan 
said he was instrumental in having it purchase the Western 
Electric or Bell equipment in preference to that offered by 
the five Independent competitors, a very unusual thing for 
an Independent company to do. The Whitley County com- 
pany asked for Bell iong distance connection, and since 
they had purchased Western Electric equipment they were 
desirous that the Farmers’ Mutual and the Whitley County 
company consolidate. " But in all the negotiations the pro- 
position of controlling the territory, and subjecting the 


public to the caprices of such a corporation was ever upper- 


most, to which the patrons and stockholders of the Mutual 


were bitterly opposed. ‘ 
Attempt to Force the Farmers Out of Business. 

“When the proposition to buy out at the appraised value 
of three disinterested men was presented to the stockhold- 
ers at a meeting on March 10, 1910, the vote was unanimous 
against it. 

“The Central Union company notified us that since the 
Mutual was not willing to consolidate or sell out they would 
cancel the contract, to take effect April 1, 1910, which they 
did, and connected with the Whitley County company, thus 
creating a Hybrid in the Independent ranks. ; 

“Truly, ‘Consistency, thou art a jewel’.” 

(Signed) “Albert Bush, President.” 

This is the way the Bell telephone company uses its part- 
ners. 





Evils of the Law’s Delay. 

An old telephone contest dating back fifteen years, between 
the National Telephone Manufacturing Company and the Amer- 
ican Bell Telephone Company, came up before a jury in the 
United States District Court at Boston last week on the for- 
mer’s suit to recover $500,000 for malicious persecution. The 
National company asserts that the Bell company brought a 
suit in 1895 based upon the alleged infringement of the Ber- 
liner patent. The Bell company lost the suit, but the National 
says that its business was tied up so long because of the delay 
in the settlement of the case that it was forced out of business. 
This is said to have been the real object of the Bell company’ 


action. 
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A Novel Tree Trouble on a Rural Line. 

The rural telephone line built by farmers is always more or 
less a source of trouble to telephone companies to whose ex- 
change lines are connected. -Often queer and wonderful cases 
of trouble are found on these lines. The accompanying illus- 
tration sent in by Mr. F,. Shoemaker, Sayre, Pa., illustrates a 

















What the Troubleman Found on a Rural Line. 


tree trouble which was found on a rural line near Sayre. The 
farmers on this line complained that the line at night was so 
noisy that it was impossible to use it. When asked if all the 
trees had been trimmed clear of the line they answered in 
the affirmative. The telephone company then sent one of its 
men out to locate the trouble and he found the wire running 
through the branch of a tree as shown in the illustration. The 
wire evidently had been placed in the crotch of the branch 
and in course of time, the limb had grown so as to completely 
encircle the wire. 





Convention of Railway Telegraph Superintendents Post- 
poned to June. 

The annual convention of the Association of Railway Tele 
graph Superintendents which was to have been held in Los 
Angeles, Cal., in May, has been postponed and will be held 
during the month of June. This has been done on account of 
the railroads having offered reduced rates to Los Angeles dur 
ing the month of June, which will be available to associate 
members. The outlook is very bright for a much larger at 
tendance at the convention in June than if it were held in 
May, as many who would be unable to leave their business early 
in the season will be able to attend. 


= 





Purdue Students Hear Telephone Engineer. 

Arthur Bessey Smith, of the Automatic Electric Company 
Chicago, addressed the electrical .students of Purdue Univer 
sity, La Fayette, Ind. on Tuesday, March 22. His subject 
was “The Automatic Telephone System,” and he dwelt on the 
elements of telephone service and the way in which the auto- 
matic switch meets the need. Lantern slides illustrated the 
explanations of the system, and working apparatus set up b 
the students was used for demonstration. The talk was weil 
attended, and lively interest was shown by the many questions 
asked by the students. 






































Morgan-ization 


The Ohio Situation—Can Morgan Afford to Tell a Lie? Will Confidence Keep? 


Is it for Better or Worse? 


By J. C. Kelsey 


Something is wrong. These are days when men’s hearts 
wax sore with trouble, and we would fain flee to Hepsidam 
where the lion roareth and the Whangdoodle mourneth for 
its first born. 

Halley’s Comet is on the way and it threatens to choke 
vur lungs with cyanogen gas on or about May 18. 

Roosevelt is returning from Elba and no man knoweth 
what the hero of San Juan will do. 

Morgan has broken into the telephone business and 
whether the future of his properties lies in cyanogen gas 
rr not a great many people are trying to figure out. 

Last summer the planet Mars came closest to us. Another 
planet, Saturn, got in line with Mars, and all earth beings 


had a hard time 
Trains would not stay on the track, winter persisted in 


severity and all of a sudden gave way to spring before 


inyone could try the usual spring tonic. 


\ndrew Carnegie spent a day in Chicago, bragged about 
the sweet and unselfish (?) money changers, compared Joe 
Cannon to Lincoln, and completely discouraged us by say- 
ing that there would be no millionaires in the future. 

\ndy is right. There will only be billionaires. I wonder 
if Andy’s sleep is not sometimes mixed up with the horrors 
ft Tlomestead 

l-urthermore, papers told us that the daughter of Morgan 


part in the awful shirtwaist strike, 


ind, take it from me, the sweatshop owners are running yet. 


took the working girls’ 


This estimable young woman also visited Chicago, sur 
rounded by strong-armed detectives. 

In true democratic fashion, she asked questions by hun- 
dreds, and in a truly patrician manner refused to answer any 


She also visited Hull House and actually talked to a 


woman, who, before she became a walking delegate, used 


to work at the shoemaker’s bench. 


Do you wonder why the head of the Independent tele- 


phone man lies upon an uneasy pillow? 


that & Co. 
Do you suppose that they will turn it 


Do you suppose Morgan are going to buy 


House? 


Bell? 


up Hull 
over to the 
Is there anything in our glorious land that will not be 
\Mlorganized? 
I cannot see what the Bell 
and what effect the 
It does not buy the 


company can do with Hull 


House shirtwaist makers had on the 


Bell. waists. 


girls’ 

It is just as reasonable to suspect Morgan and the Bell 
to be in collusion on sociological questions as it is in the 
Ohio situation. 

Mr. Morgan has said that the telephone properties of 
Ohio and Indiana are to be run upon a strictly Independent 
basis. 

That should settle it in all our minds, because Mr. Mor- 


van is the greatest material power in the world. No one 





can dispute him, nor can he tell a lie. He could not if 


he tried. 


lf they cannot afford to lie, then the rest of humanity 
should find lying an impossible luxury. 


They can afford to lie, and a lie would not hurt them, 
either. 


You are familiar with the expression, “The King can do 
no wrong’—and of the conception of the “Infallibility of 
the Pope.” 
know that Roosevelt was always right. He 


You 


could do no w rong 


also 


Because he is the 
right, because it 


Why can the wrong? 


power. 


King do no 
Whatever he 
anything else. 


supreme does is 


cannot be 


The involves no acrimonious 
debate. 


sole judge of his own actions. 


infallibility of the Pope 


He is so high in spiritual power that he is the 
Everyone who contradicted Roosevelt was immediately 
condemned to the Liars’ Club, or shot at sunrise or marooned 
in a forgotten fort. 


Mr. Morgan is so high in material and financial power 
either. 
possibly be or do 


that he could do no wrong, 
He and his firm 
because their every action is prompted by supreme power. 
As with the Pope and the King, 
and that judgment is reserved 


could not wrong, 


God is his only judge 


The Roman ladies, if they approved of the fight of the 
gladiators, held their thumbs up and the defeated man was 
released. 

If they were displeased, their thumbs pointed down, and 
the unfortunate went to his doom. 

Had Morgan & Co. chosen to 
held their thumbs up Fisk and 
for financial aid—but their thumbs were down. 


do so, they could have 


when Robinson appealed 


Rumor connects this refusal with their participation in Key- 
stone bonds, but we 


Rumor says, too, that the National City 


hope it is not true. 
sank not only 


took Fisk and Robinson’s outlying bank customers, but 
took the Hamilton Bank, of Chicago, because they were 
dealing with this unfortunate firm. 


One cannot conceive of Fisk and Robinson being punished 
for participation in Keystone bonds, because these bonds 
were good ones, and could not possibly have interfered with 
Bell 

The astonishing part of the Ohio deal lies in the general 
belief that 

The fact 
gram does not signify anything. 
if they are bre enough. 

Morgan & Company are dependent upon large industrial 
They are equipped to handle only big deals. 


success. eae 
Morgan is working for the Bell. 
that Morgan the Bell 
He will handle any deals 


handles financial pro- 


conditions. 
Small deals would starve them to death. 

No more sentiment resides under the skin of Morgan & 
Company than under any other hungry animal bent upon 
a meal. 
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Supposing the Bell company did propose to buy the Ohio 
and Indiana properties. What of it? 

Suposing you were going to buy a horse and had the 
deal about closed. Could I not jump in and buy the horse? 
Whose business is it but mine? 

Who has the right to question Morgan & Company? 
They own the properties and they know that conditions 
in those states favor their development. 

Do not think that Morgan & Company are fooled by the 
Bell “bunk” of double burden, duplication and so forth! 

There is no duplication in Ohio and Indiana. Each com- 
peting company has its own list of subscribers. Each man 
who installs two telephones in his office does it voluntarily, 
because he reaches a list not reached by the other. 


One horse will pull your best girl and yourself to church, 
but two horses attached to that buggy give you better 
time to a distant city. Why duplicate the horse? One 
horse could get you there some time. Such is the Bell 
argument. 


We wonder why the Charleston and Huntington proper- 
ties were turned over to the Bell. We know that the 
state law does not forbid absorption. It looks awfully much 
like a Bell scheme. 


But conditions in Ohio are different. 


Do you think that a property, as the Cuyahoga Telephone 
Company, managed by such an able and efficient telephone 
man as C. Y. McVey, would be foolishly scrapped? 

If there is any scrapping to do, it will be the Bell plants, 
managed by mediocre men, and in no sense of the word 
managed as efficiently as the Independent properties. 


Do you think that Columbus and the outlying properties 
would be destroyed, when they have demonstrated what 
Johnston, Brooks and Owens can do? 


If anything will be scrapped, it will be the Bell plants. 


And, say, if the Bell does own the Ohio and Indiana 
properties, what a sensation there will be when the execu- 
tive forces of the Bell realize how well the Independent 
men of Ohio can run telephone plants! 

A few men like McVey, Johnston, Brooks, Owens, Ains- 
worth and Rhodes are about the only possible instruments 
that could save the Central Union and many other Bell 
plants. 


It costs the Bell company from $75 to $78 to accom- 
plish the same purpose that the Ohio Independents can do 
for $48 and $52. 

If the Bell company could save $25 on every hundred now 
spent, it might not have to increase its capital so fast. 


But I must repeat that the question of ownership is not 
to be considered. Independent telephone properties are 
now too big to be owned by John Jones and Bill Smith. 

Their properties reach into millions and if the Bell peo- 
ple choose to buy stock in the various companies, how can 
you help it? 

Is everyone connected with an Independent telephone 
plant real sure that the Bell company does not own a share 
of its stock? You would say, “What of it?’ if you were asked 
were asked about it. 

I do not care whether the Morgan properties are run for 
the Bell company or not. 

If Mr: Morgan has retained Mr. Davis, Mr. Otis and the 
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great operating forces which have made their property 
famous, what do you or I care? 


But if Mr. Morgan had placed strangers in these proper- 
ties who were not in sympathy with Independent telephony, 
we could be discouraged. 


What do you care if Davison has a job of acting as a 
director in the Bell? He merely represents somebody— 
just as a lawyer. 

Mr. Davis did nicely at the Ohio convention and his 
position was clearly logical, too. 

While he is Morgan’s hired man, so are we all hired men. 
If Morgan chooses to discharge him, he can do so. That 
is his business alone. 








What Ohio needs is confidence, and they need it badly. 
The whole situation depends upon it. If the Ohio people 
stand by Mr. Davis and Mr. Otis they simply guarantee the 
future Independence of the property. 

If they disagree and fight them, and lean toward the 
Bell, you may be sure that Morgan & Company would 
gladly relinquish them to the Bell. 

It remains for Ohio to hang together and help these 
men make these properties the best of their kind, and they 
will always remain to our advantage. 

It remains for Ohio people to fight any laws that would 
allow a consolidation, and thereby have an added guaran- 
tee by compelling them to be good. 

I do not believe in probation. I believe the National 
Independent Telephone Association should take them in at 
once. 

Let them pay their share toward an organization that 
can watch the law and its enforcement. 


Do you realize just how important that National Asso- 
ciation was in determining that Morgan should stay Inde- 
pendent? It was that fund of $150,000 which made the 
3ell people stand from under. 

It is a plain fact to me that the Morgan properties will 
remain Independent as long as the Independent telephone 
interests of Ohio choose to have them remain so. 

The House of Morgan is a great one, but it is all Morgan. 
When J. P. Morgan dies the company will make a huge 
bluff to carry on the game, but the tremendous person- 
ality will be missed. 

Mr. Morgan owns art galleries, pictures, old watches and 
everything a human being can want. 

Among his assets are a President, an ex-President, Senate, 
House, Cabinet, Bench and a choice lot of Ambassadors to 
keep him wise to foreign ways. 

He also includes banks, insurance companies, railroads, 
factories, and even you and I might yet pay eight or ten- 
hour toll to his pay roll in some menial capacity. 


When the panic of 1907 reached the point of hottest 
blaze, Mr. Morgan crooked his finger in a Washington to 
New York way and the government money sailed to New 
York with Roosevelt’s blessing. 

Did Chicago, Atlanta, Dallas, Minneapolis, Kansas City 
and Omaha need any money at this time? 

Yes! 

Did they get any? 

No! 


Mr. Morgan cannot stop the flight of time, and cannot 
control the solar system. That is all. 
Will it help or hinder? 
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Say, do you know that telephone manufacturing was never 
any better as a business? Never before have people bought 
telephones and kindred devices so whole-heartedly. 

It has helped. The Morgan deal was a boost, a distinct 
boost, and a couple of years will prove it. 

Telephone bonds will be considered in true worth, supe- 
rior to all others, and those who have the courage to keep 
their feet warm and to look the situation squarely in the 
face will profit. 

Universality is a frost, and an expensive one. Its only 
virtue is its tendency to enslave its employes and effect 
a blacklist. 

Serving the public with speech facilities is not a natural 
monopoly, and the duty is open to even a school boy. 





Monopolizing steel rails and such is easy when compared 
to the telephone, and you cannot even monopolize steel 
products. 


Once upon a time a voice stilled the fisherman’s fears, 
saying: 

“Be not afraid; it is I.” 

Oh, that such a voice might be heard now, loud enough 
to still the fears of those who over-respect the top-heavy 
and perplexed Bell! 

Stand by your local advantage. 

Moral:—Ambition usually overleaps itself. 





Turning the Tables on An Old Bell Argument. 

That the Bell telephone company is playing with fire in 
its talk of the expense and nuisance of what it calls the 
dual telephone system is clearly indicated by the situation 
in Butte, Mont. 

Under the caption “A Promise Made Good,” the Mon- 
tana Independent Telephone Company recently distributed 
among its subscribers a well printed circular letter which re- 
cites that “there were 2,200 telephone users in Butte in 1906 
—supplied by a service that was universally condemned be- 
cause of its inadequacy and inefficiency.” The circular goes 
on to say, “When the Montana Independent Telephone 
Company was granted a franchise by the City of Butte it 
pledged its best efforts towards the development of a mod- 
ern telephone system of such efficiency and extent as to 
make the use of any other telephone unnecessary for both 
local and long distance communication. 

“If you think that the Montana Independent Telephone 
Company has failed to make good its promise to the people 
of Butte, we ask you to be “from Missouri” for 30 days 
and put into effect the system we shall explain further 
along.” 

The company has now built up a comprehensive system, 
and by good service secured for itself a high place in the 
esteem of the Butte telephone using public. The company’s 
own conception of its grasp of the situation is conveyed by 
a paragraph from the letter which reads: “As 90 per cent 
of all long distance business is transacted within a radius 
of 100 miles of a given center, telephone users find the long 
‘distance facilities of the Montana Independent Telephone 
Company adequate for all ordinary needs. Interviews with 
50 prominent business men of this city disclosed the some- 
what anticipated but nevertheless important fact that 98 per 
cent of all calls received by them came over the Independent 
telephone lines.” 

Under these circumstances a particularly forceful policy 
of competition for extending the business has been inaugu- 
rated and, apparently with a keen sense of humor, as well as 
business acumen, the company issued with its letter a card 
in the form shown by the accompanying partial reproduc- 
tion, and closes its letter as follows: 
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“In order to definitely determine whether a Bell tele- 
phone is necessary a number of prominent merchants, pro- 
fessional men and others have within the last few months 
done some figuring for themselves. And many of these men 
have gone a step further and estimated their profit, if any, 





Count Your Telephone Calls 


BELL 





INDEPENDENT 





Business All Others Business All Others 




















Must This Telephone Go? 


—— 


Must This Telephone Go? 








NOTE.---This card, if faithfully used for a period of 30 days or less, will 
enable you to determine the relative value of the two Butte Telephone ser- 
vices. An experimeniai trial will convince you that two telephones ere 
unnecessary, either for local or long distance calls. Start today. 











Head and Foot of a Card Which Squarely Puts Up to the Sub- 
scriber the Determination of the Comparative 
Utility of the Two Services. 


on the amount of business received from Bell service as 
against the actual cost of the service. 

“They have discovered to their gratification that the In- 
dependent telephone is answering all the purposes for which 
a telephone is intended. Bell telephone service has proven 
so unprofitable, so unnecessary in Butte, and in other nearby 
cities that many business houses have discarded its use. 

“We have reached a point in the development of our sys- 
tem where we can enable you to reduce the cost of your 
telephone service by the elimination of the Bell and the use 
of our system exclusively. 

“That you may more readily determine for yourself the 
relative value of the two services we enclose herewith a 
blank form for the recording of your actual telephone busi- 
ness, both commercial and social. You'll note that we have 
subdivided the recording form to enable you to segregate 
your calls. 

“The Montana Independent Telephone Company, with all 
the advantages of modern and more efficient equipment and 
service is fast acquiring all the desirable telephone business 
in the State of Montana. 

“One policy, one system, universal service—and that the 
Independent automatic in the State of Montana.” 





Cumberland Backs Down on Rate Increase. 


The fight of business men in Shelbyville, Ky., against the 
raise in rates proposed by the Cumberland (Bell) telephone 
company has been successful. District Manager George G. 
Hall held a conference with representatives of the Business 
Men’s Association, which had protested vigorously against 
the increase in rates, and following it announced that for 
the time being no increase would be put into effect. It had 
been given out that the cost of using a Cumberland phone 
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in Shelbyville would go up April 1 from $2.25 to $2.75. 





Trial by Telephone. 

Judge F. E. Bowser, of the Kosciusko Circuit Court, at War- 
saw, Ind., adopted a novel method of holding court over the 
telephone on March 29. Two of Judge Bowser’s children were 
ill with scarlet fever and the judge was quarantined in his home 
where he sat at the telephone, heard the plea and evidence in 
a criminal case and imposed a penalty on the defendant who 
he did not see. 








Hints on Constructing a Cable System 


By Robert 


In what follows it is assumed that the style of construe- 
tion is the all cable type and the general rules herein stated 
are to be supplemented by a set of specifications which em- 
body such changes as local conditions or operating com. 
panies demand. 

xcept in rare instances, the height of the poles will be 


is small as consistent with existing conditions. This will . 


permit of a rule as follows: for street lines which carry 
cable and an ultimate of two arms for toll, and for alley 
lines similarly equipped, use 35 ft. poles. On leads which 
carry cable, or cable and one cross-arm employ 30 ft. 
poles; and in all other cases use 25 ft. poles. This rule 
may of course be modified by city ordinances. At railway, 
high tension and foreign wire crossings, special precautions 
must be taken, not only to provide proper clearance but to 
obtain protection from interference. 

Poles on streets should be set inside of, and as close to 
the curb line as possible. Where the curb is not indicated 
or where there is any likelihood of it being changed, the 
correct line should be obtained from the City Engineer or 
other proper authority. Poles should be set as close to 
the side lines as possible in alleys, and so located as to 

















A Method of Bracing and Guying a Corner Pole. 


afford the most direct run for the distributing wire or 
cables to the buildings. 

In distributing poles, great care should be taken to select 
the heaviest poles for corners and terminals, and to place 
the strongest and best looking poles in front of residences 
nd on private property. Terminal poles should be so 
ocated as to be as inconspicuous as possible. 


J. Ardiff 


All exchange poles and stubs which are rough in ap- 
pearance shall be carefully shaved, and all knots trimmed 
smooth and close before being erected. The tops of poles 
and stubs should be roofed, the sides of the roof making 
an angle of 45 degrees with the axis of the pole. 

Poles used with systems of distribution employing ex 
clusively cable and twisted pair wire need not be gained 
unless they carry an arm for toll wires, or the municipal 
authorities require that one gain be provided for the use 
of the municipality. The center of the top gain should be 
10 in. below the apex of the pole, and successive gains may 
be cut on 18, 20, 22 or 24 in. centers as the practice of the 
company demands. In case a pole is bent the gain is cut 
on the concave side, namely, the side which bows inward. 

All terminal poles, poles carrying cable, office poles and 
all painted poles should be equipped with iron pole steps 
driven alternately into the opposite sides of the pole, spaced 
on 18 in. centers. The bottom iron step should be at least 
10 ft. above the curb or ground line and below this should 
be located wooden butt steps or patent steps. The steps 
may be driven in the pole parallel to or at right angles to 
the length of the line according to the prevailing practice, 
but it is generally conceded that with steps driven parallel 
to the line the best results are obtained. 

Poles may be protected from mechanical injury by the 
use of hub or butt guards, which prevent destruction of 
corner poles by hubs of wagons; from the ravages of 
horses’ teeth by pole protection strips when poles are used 
for hitching posts, and from the cutting of messenger and 
guy wires by strain plates, or shims. 

All poles 30 ft. in height or over, and located within ex- 
change limits should be painted in a suitable and distin- 
guishing manner. At least two coats, including the priming 
coat which should contain about one gallon of pigment to 
four of oil, should be applied to each pole. 

The roofs, butts and gains on all poles, as well as the 
butts of guy stubs and the whole exterior of anchor logs 
should be treated with Carbolineum or some other equally 
efficient preservative. In the use of Carbolineum the fol- 
lowing rules should be observed: 

ist. Carbolineum should never be applied to green poles. 

2nd. Carbolineum should never be applied to a pole that 
is decayed or has any bark on it. The decayed portion or 
bark should always be removed before applying. 

3rd. Carbolineum should never be applied to a frozen 
pole, as it has no effect. If necessary, the pole should be 
thawed before applying. 

1th. Carbolineum must always be well stirred before 
using. 

5th. The first coat of Carbolineum must be dry before 
applying the second, which in turn must be dry before the 
pole is set. 

6th. The best results are obtained by heating Carbolin- 
eum in an iron vessel to a temperature of about 150 deg. F 
and applying with a heavy brush. 

7th. The treatment with Carbolineum should never take 
place in hot weather under the direct rays of the sun, but 
always in the shade, as the volatilization of the Carbolin- 
eum has a tendency to flush the hands and face of some 
people. If the treatment cannot be applied in the shade 
the operator should wear a paper mask and gloves. 

On straight lines cross-arms may all face away from the 
office or alternate upon successive poles. At long spans, 
however, the place for the armis is on the side of the pole 
away from the long spans, and on curves the correct loca- 
tion is on the side of the pole facing from the curve. The 
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arms may be fastened to the pole with a bolt extending 
through both pole and arm or by lag screws, but the 
former is found to be the better plan. 

The arms are provided with braces to keep them in a 
horizontal position as well as back braces and double arms 
when conditions demand. Double arms should be used as 























Junction of Open Wire and Aerial Cable Lines. 


sparingly as consistent with conditions, and the following 
six locations should be the only places they are ever em- 
ployed: 

A. At railroad crossings. 

B. At all points required by law. 

Cc. At toll line terminal poles. 

D. On office poles. 

E. At exchange terminal poles where there are no dis- 
tributing or drop wires extending in the opposite direction 
to the line wire. 

F. At corners, where the corner is made on two poles. 

Where a pole is set in a sloping bank the depth is meas- 
ured from the lowest side of the opening. Where the 
slope is greater than 45 degrees, or where the bank is so 
soft that the pole is liable to kick out, the pole should be 
set one-half foot deeper than on level ground. Where 
there is a possibility of the grade being changed, if prac- 
ticable, allowance should be made accordingly, so that 
poles may be at their proper height when the correct grade 
is established. 

To serve as a guide in such cases, as well as to ascertain 
the depth of setting, it is well to mark each pole with some 
distinguishing character at a specified height from the base 
of the pole before it is set. This will also serve as a guide 
when inspecting the work to assure the proper depth for 
poles of various sizes. Holes should be dug from four to 
six inches deeper than the pole is to be set, to allow for 
soil caving when the pole is erected, and should be large 
enough to permit the free entrance of the poles without 
hewing or stabbing. 

When it is impossible to guy a pole, an extra heavy pole 
is required, and it is the best practice to set it in concrete, 
trussed or braced below the ground with logs or plank. On 
heavy construction self-supporting poles are not recom- 
mended, and are to be avoided whenever possible. Self- 
supporting poles may be relieved of a great portion of the 
strain placed upon them by the employment of head guys. 
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In general, it is well to use such guying, consisting of 
front and back guys as will relieve excessive strains upon 
poles. Light strains may be readily cared for by head guy- 
ing one or two preceding poles when an anchor cannot be 
set. 


(To be concluded.) 


> 





A Louisville Opinion « Bell Monopoly. 

Bell publicity methods are beginning to produce an effect 
not foreseen by their instigators. The attention of newspaper 
men is being drawn to this corporation, but instead of 
swallowing the foolish “natural monopoly” talk without re- 
flection they are doing their own thinking. Here is what the 
Louisville, Kentucky, Post said in a recent editorial. 

“A telegram from New York says that ‘the Bell interests 
have for years been quietly sounding public opinion on the sub- 
ject of a regulated monopoly.’ 

“The Bell interests have been quietly poisoning the public 
mind for years in an attempt to reconcile the subscribers to a 
monopoly strong enough to regulate rates, regulate legislative 
boards, regulate stock exchanges and regulate the press. 

“They have circulated in this community a report of a com- 
mittee of the Board of Trade which the board rejected as the 
deliberate conclusion of the board. 

“They have been ruthless in their depredations: where they 
had power, and cringing in their pleas for franchises when 
competition fixed the rates. 

“In Louisville they have falsely contended they had an 
irrepealable and unalterable contract, the constitution of the 
state to the contrary, and they have sought to exact $8 from 
our people, though they were glad to get a franchise limiting 
the charge to $5.50 from Kansas City. 

“They have said in Louisville they were earning only 4 per 
cent, and yet, though Louisville was the largest city in its con- 
quered territory, its brokers were declaring that it was making 
12 to 13 per cent net. 

“For capital invested, for organization required, for growth 
in traffic, for profit in operation, no public service equals the 
telephone. For greed and a contempt of public rights, for open 
defiance of the law, for brazen alliance with the vicious ele- 
ments, no corporation surpasses the Bell telephone company 
in its various disguises. 





“For cut-throat methods with competitors, for deliberate at- 
tempts to destroy the credit of their competitors, the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, or the Bell, or the Cum- 
berland, as you prefer, stands alone in the business world. 

“Competition keeps down the extortion of this organization; 

“Competition develops the traffic; 

“Competition improves the service; 

“Competition multiplies the connections with which a sub- 
seriber can communicate. 

“Monopoly is the one end and aim of the American Tele- 
phone Company because its owners know there is no such thing 
as a regulated monopoly; 

“Because it knows a thousand millions can smother the pro- 
tests of the people in almost any legislative assembly ; 

“Because the American company knows that by monopoly it 
can so tax the public that it can give an income value to half 
a billion inflated securities now and a billion later on. 

“Tf you would know how a monopoly would affect business 
and politics read the history of the efforts of the Cumber- 
land to fix its own rates regardless of law and precedent; re- 
gardless of popular protest and the resistance of the strongest 
municipal government in Louisville. 

“Today not five members of the General Council dare say 
that they know anything of the two years’ contest between 
the city and this ruthless corporation, and in defiance of public 
opinion, a ring-ridden legislature reports adversely the bill 
of Mr. Newcomb regulating the Cumberland company.” 





A *‘Promoter’s’”’ Reply 


Officer of Independent Plant at Winnsboro, La., Replies to Criticism of Cumberland General Manager— 
Statement Concerning Attempt to Sell Out—Public Fed on Promises—Outcome of Miniature Conflict. 


Louisiana must be supporting the “dual telephone sys- 
tem” right loyally, and making it fairly profitable for both 
parties, if one may judge from the bitterness with which 
the Cumberland fights for privileges in the state. In a 
recent letter to TELEPHONY, however, the general manager 
of the Cumberland company set forth his views of the 
plant at Winnsboro, and charged that the “promoter” of 
the company, whom he did not name, but who is under- 
stood to be Mr. A. A. Marrs, had attempted to sell out to 
the Bell interests. 

Mr. Hume, general manager of the Cumberland Company, 
in response to a request that he particularize, further wrote: 
“Mr. A. A. Marrs communicated with us first by letter telling 
us about his property at Winnsboro, La. We had the property 
carefully inspected, as it was not a competing exchange, and 
the report justified in every particular the language that I 
used recently in writing to your Journal about the physical 
property of the Winnsboro Telephone Company. We, there- 
upon, abandoned any consideration of the plant at Winnsboro. 


“Shortly after this time Mr. Marrs made an engagement to 
visit Nashville, and while here discussed nothing and pre- 
sented nothing buf matters pertaining to the Winnsboro prop- 
erty. He returned home after being told that the price on 
his property and the condition of his property made the con- 
sideration of the purchase of same unsatisfactory from both 
and from either standpoint. Shortly after returning home, 
he opened up further negotiations by correspondence, both 
mail and telegraphic, and tried to become a sublicensee. This 
we refused to consider. 

“He then wrote a threatening letter, and since that time we 
have given him no consideration or attention, and do not pro- 
pose to do so.” 

Mr. Marrs, now secretary-treasurer of the company, has 
forwarded to TELEPHONY a letter from the vice-president 
and manager, and has stated that he is willing to make 
affidavit to the correctness of the statements which are made 
therein. Following is an abstract of the letter: 

“Our worthy friend states ‘that if there ever was a case 
of poor telephone building, etc.’ we have it. For your in- 
formation, as well as the enlightenment of the Nashville 
correspondent, I wish to state that we started service at 
Winnsboro in October, 1908, with 55 subscribers and con- 
struction to accommodate 100. We now have 140, and 
several on the waiting list. The writer and two of his 
associates, all ‘promoters’, of course, according to Hume, 
built the exchange at Winnsboro on limited means. I am 
frank to admit that we could not install cable—in fact, the 
prospective business did not seem to warrant this expense. 

“Our business has grown beyond our expectations, and 
we now have cable on hand to cover the entire town and 
to make all lines metallic. Furthermore we are installing 
an exchange at Mangham, where we are using cable dis- 
tribution, and building for three times the number of sub- 
scribers we will have to start with. We are using second- 
hand telephones in Winnsboro, but we do not claim the 
doubtful distinction of having any antiquated “Blake” instru- 
ments ‘as does the “Old Line Company,”’—a very fitting 
phrase,—in its Shreveport exchange. 

“As you know, February has been a trying month in the 
telephone business both North and South. Following is 
a daily trouble report for the first twenty days of the month 
of February, which speaks for itself. 


“This copy of daily trouble will show how ‘poor’ our 


construction is: 








1 S-B. Tel. Wire Plant. Toll Lines. Renewals. 
1 0 0 1 0 0 
2 0 1 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 0 0 
4 0 0 1 0 2 sets Batt. 
5 0 1 0 0 0 
6 0 0 0 0 0 
7 0 0 0 0 0 
8 0 0 0 0 1 set Batt. 
9 1 0 2 (storm) 0 Rep. 4 S-B Cord 
10 0 0 0 0 0 
11 0 1 0 0 1 set Batt. 
12 0 0 0 0 1 Rec. Cord. 
13 0 0 0 0 0 
14 0 0 0 0 0 
15 0 0 1 0 0 
16 0 0 0 0 1 set Batt. 
17 0 1 2 (storm) 0 0 
18 0 0 0 1 Rep. 2 Cords. 
19 0 0 0 0 2 set Batts. 
20 0 0 1 0 1 Rec. Cord. 
1 4 8 1 14 cases 


“If our construction is poor it seems strange that we 
should have so little trouble during the worst month of 
the year. 

“Now as to the ‘innocent, unsuspecting, local man’ on 
whom we have ‘unloaded.’ I presume this refers to the 
writer, who was one of the three original ‘promoters,’ and 
who has had charge of the plant from the beginning. He 
thought well enough of the undertaking to become finan- 
cially interested, and has not changed his opinion so far. 
He was elected vice-president and superintendent when we 
incorporated last year. As to other ‘lambs’ or ‘innocents’ 
we have a number of stockholders, both in Louisiana and 
elsewhere, and all are enthusiastic over our future pros- 
pects. We have built a standard toll line to connect 
Winnsboro and Mangham and have extended this to Ray- 
ville, where we will connect with other Independent lines 
when they are completed. I presume this is a ‘skimpy,’ 
cheaply constructed line, although one of Mr. Hume’s con- 
struction men has admitted that we had a first-class line. 
[ refrain from mentioning the man’s name for fear of bring- 
ing righteous wrath down on his head from the Nash- 
ville office for having told the truth when it related to an 
Independent company. 

“Life seems to be something of a burden to the Nash- 
ville man on account of the ‘Rascality, the deceit, the cheat- 
ing qualities and the dishonorable methods of some oppo- 
sition telephone men.’ The inference is that no one con- 
nected with the great benevolent organization, known as 
the Cumberland Telephone Company, is possessed of any 
of these undesirable qualities, and yet, there has been a 
sad lack of this benevolent spirit displayed by the manner 
in which they have indulged in personalities, misrepresen- 
tation and trickery in their fight against our little com- 
pany. For so many years, that it has become an ancient 
history, they had promised the towns along the N. O. & 
N. W. Ry. to build a toll line, but not until we began our 
line did they make a move toward fulfilling their promises. 

“As to Mr. Hume’s statement about the ‘personal visit 
and solicitation’ this is but another instance of the de- 
liberate perverting of the truth to suit special needs. Our 
Mr. Marrs did make a trip to Nashville for the pur- 
pose of arranging for a toll connection at Rayville after 
our line was partially completed and after we had received 
two visits from a Cumberland representative, who urged 
various and sundry plans for connecting with us. Upon 
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his arrival in Nashville he was politely informed that no 
connection would be made with us on any terms, as they 
had arranged to build a line paralleling ours, but that 
At that time we 
work, 


they would purchase our property, etc. 
Our construction 
on account of the and other unfavorable 
weather conditions, had cost us more than we had antici- 
pated. We were in debt for material and each of the 
three ‘promoters’ had put in every dollar he could raise, 
and still there was not enough in sight to finish our line 
to Rayville. The prospects were not very bright, consider- 
ing that we would have no immediate outlet at Rayville 
when we succeeded in getting there, and would have a 


were financially in ‘hard rows.’ 
excessive heat 


campeting line. 

“We did what we think anyone else would have done in 
the face of these obstacles—we agreed to sell our prop- 
erty and submited a detailed statement of the cost and of- 
fered to sell upon that Mr. Hume sent a man to 
inspect our property, but did not accept our proposition. 
He must have surmised that we were short of funds, and 
no doubt concluded that we would be forced to take any 


basis. 


amount he might deign to offer. 

“To make us fully realize the enormity of our offense 
in refusing to sell our property to them upon any terms 
they might dictate, they have shipped material into Winns- 
intention of competing 
exchange. I am glad to state that the people at Wéinns- 
boro are loyal to us, and that the condition of our com- 
pany, financially, is now such that we have no fears of 
the ultimate outcome of the miniature conflict in the little 


boro with the avowed building a 


town of Winnsboro. 
“Yours very truly, 
Selmser, Vice-President, 


La” 


(Signed) “E. D. Winnsboro Tele- 


phone Co., Winnsboro, 





Wisconsin Railroad Commission Discusses Depreciation. 


the case of Columbus Advancement 
Assn. vs. Wisconsin Telephone 
Railroad Commission says: 
“Respondent has calculated depreciation on the basis of 
10 per cent of the book cost at the end of each year; the 
Commission has calculated depreciation at 7 per cent of 
the inventory value at the beginning of the year. The life 
of the plant is about twelve years, which means that about 
814 per cent of the value of the plant must be set aside an- 


In its decision in 


Company, the Wisconsin 


meet the regular depreciation in value from year 
to year. Figuring that the amount thus set aside will earn 
interest at 4 per cent per annum, the net amount to be set 
aside total at the end of the 
life of the plant would be about 6.8 per cent. As has 
pointed out in previous decisions, the 4 per cent sinking 
fund method is theoretically correct, but in the case of 
short-lived plants the fund is generally unable to earn the 
full 4 per cent, and the practical rate of depreciation lies 
somewhere between the 6.8 and the 8.5 per cent. But for 
the purpose of this discussion we have assumed, roughly, 
a depreciation rate of 7 per cent. Obviously, if, by allow- 
ing only 7 per cent for depreciation, the net result of the 
calculations that the net return upon the _ invest- 
ment is not too high, a higher rate of depreciation results 
in a correspondingly lower rate of return. 


nually te 


each year to gain the same 


been 


shows 


“Incidentally it may be of interest to observe what the 
different rates of depreciation result in and how much the 
respondent has actually spent for reconstruction in the 
three years covered by the report. The following table 
shows the amounts set aside and actually spent. The 
amount set aside by the Commission each year is roughly 
7 per cent, without any allowance being made in succeed- 
ing years for interest on the fund set aside. 
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Commission's 
7 per cent, begin- 


Company's 10 per 


Amounts actually cent at end of 


expended. year. ning of year. 
ch eee | $1,782.57 $1,064.75 
BO cars wisiGdars 697.29 1,919.05 1,264.23 
Rs folio geaieseie 536.62 1,921.31 1,359.77 
Total.....$2,586.75 $5,622.93 $3,688.75. 


“Only for the year 1906 does the actual amount expended 
On the 
total for the three years the 7 per cent allowance exceeds 
the actual expenditures by about $1,100, without figuring 
any interest earnings on the amount thus set aside. But 
it must be borne in mind that during the early years of a 
plant the amount required to keep the plant up to stand- 
ard is not as large as the amount required later on in the 


exceed the 7 per cent allowance for depreciation. 


life of the plant, so that a comparison for three years is 
not a fair criterion. The plant at Columbus was extensively 


overhauled about 1906, and is, therefore, substantially in 


the same position as a new plant. The only significant 
thing about the foregoing figures is, that the amount which 
respondent proposed to set aside is greatly in excess of 
what it has actually required, and apparently exceeds the 
necessities of the plant.” 


A Well Constructed Alley Pole Line. 


It is well known that cable should be avoided as much as pos 





sible in the construction of toll lines and in bringing toll lines 
into the cities, the telephone companies run open wire lines 





‘\ 

















An Alley Pole Line Carrying Toll Wires into a City. 


as much as possible. The accompanying illustration shows an 
open wire lead along an alley in one of our large cities in the 
Middle West. It will be noticed that the pole in the fore- 
ground is double armed and that the wires are brought down 
to a cable box for necessary protection against lightning be- 
fore entering into cable leading to the central office. In this 
case No. 16 B. & S. conductors .07 m. f. per mile capacity 
are used in the cable. 

It will be noticed that the telephone company takes advan- 
tage of the poles supporting the toll dine wires to run an aerial 
cable lead through the alley. 











Experiences of the Workers 


A Modification of Mr. Harrill’s Test Set. 

Since the publication in March 19 TELEPHONY of the letter 
describing the home-made test set which has so greatly simpli- 
fied the question of locating trouble in his exchange, Mr. J. 
A. Harrill has received requests for suggestions from a num- 
ber of interested managers. 

One in a neighboring state to Mr. Harrill wrote as follows: 
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Simple Voltmeter Test Set for a 50 Line Exchange. 


“J noticed in TELEPHONY your diagram of a small test panel. 
1 would like to have one for a small exchange, of about 50 
lines, to locate shorts, opens, grounds, etc. We use a magneto 
switchboard and metallic circuits; hand generator. I would 
like to put this at the switchboard, so the operator could 
handle it. 

“Do you think I would need your No. 5 and 6 keys? Would 
you tell me about the cost, and what material it would take, 
and what you would charge me to send me a diagram so | 
could wire it up myself?” 

Mr. Harrill replied: 

“You would not need keys No. 4, 5 or 6 for your exchange, 
but you will find that the relay and key No. 4 will be a lot of 
help to you and your operators. If, for example, you have 
an “open,” you can leave the relay key thrown on the circuit 
and the operator will know when the line starts working; also 
it will be a help in testing for opens, grounds, etc. You will 
not need keys 5 and 6 if you have the set at the board, so that 
your operator may work it. 

“The diagram shows a circuit suitable for your exchange. 
You can use switches instead of the keys, as the keys cost 
more. The switches will not cost over $1.00 and your volt- 
meter about $10.00, relay $1.50, bell 30 cents, and vour batteries 
come after this. The batteries will last a very long time.” 

Mr. Harrill here advises his correspondent as to the type 
and make of voltmeter to obtain, and also in regard to dry 
batteries. This information will be furnished to any others 
among TELEPHONY’s readers who request it of the editor. 

The letter closes: 

“I hope you will be able to find out what you want from the 
enclosed diagram, and when you get it set up vou will wonder 
how you get along without it. 

“Let me hear from you as soon as you get it set up and 
working. Tell me how you like it. 

“I do not charge you for this. 

“With personal regards to you, and to your success, 

“Mooresville, N. C. J. A. Harri, 

“Gen. Mer., Mooresville Telephone Company.” 

This correspondence would furnish a fine text for a little 
sermon on the spirit of helpfulness which is so evident among 
the progressive managers of the Independent field. Mr. Harrill 
not only answered his ipquirer promptly, but was thoughtful 
enough to guess that someone else might want to ask the 


same question as his Virginia friend, but be restrained from 
one motive or another. So he forwarded the letter of in- 
quiry and his reply, with the diagram, via. TELEPHONy—with- 
out comment. Thus without any extra effort on his part he 
made it possible to have them copied in this office, and made 
available to several hundred other managers who will profit 
by his suggestion—and the letter to Virginia got to its des- 
tination within three days of the time of mailing. 

In doing this he set a good example to other managers who 
from time to time receive and answer personal letters on topics 
which would interest many. Take the cue, boys! . 

Some of TELEPHONY’ readers owe Mr. Harrill an idea which 
he will find worth adopting. It will have to be a good one, 
for his is an exchange where things are kept up to date 





Cleanliness the First Essential in Gravity Battery 
Maintenance. 

[I have been handling gravity cells for the past two years, 
and find that cleanliness is the most important thing to con 
sider. I do not allow any dirt or filth to accumulate on my 
hattery shelves, and I keep my jars perfectly clean and dry. 

In setting up these cells the first thing I do is to scour the 
jars with sand and Pearline, and then rinse in clean water and 
dry with a cloth. After they are perfectly dry I paint the top 
of the jar down about an inch (and also the neck of the zinc) 
with creosote paint. After the paint is thoroughly dry I pro 
ceed to finish setting up my battery. 

I first make a saturated solution of “Bluestone” in a wooden 
pail. Then I place the coppers in the jars. I use pan bottom 
coppers all the time, for they are the only ones that will stay 
down. After placing these in the jars I put in enough “blue 
stone” in each to fill to the top of the copper and then pour 
in enough of the saturated solution to fill to the bottom of 
the zinc, and then fill to within one-half inch of the top with 
fresh water. 

A cell made in this way will test one full volt each in 30 
minutes after setting up. After putting these cells in service 
the only care I give them for months is the pouring of a little 
fresh water to keep the liquid within half an inch of the top 
of the jar. In all cases I avoid splashing the solution, as this 
is the cause of “creeping” salts which bother so many. I do 
not advocate the use of oil, as I consider this only a dirt 
harbor. 

I would like to hear from someone else in the next issue 
,ald Knob, Kans. W. C. Edens. 


Manager Bald Knob Telephone Company. 





CONSTRUCTION MEN, ATTENTION! 

Methods of doing work and cost figures would be a 
good thing for this page for the next few months. Nox 
is the time for the man who knows better methods, and 
economical ways, to help his neighbor to change. Tell 
about work you have actually done—just a plain, straight- 
forward letter in your own words. Send a photograph 
blue print or pencil sketch. 

The managers and inaintenance men have given some 
good tdeas, and will keep it up—but don’t let them be the 
whole thing. Get into the game, boys! 

1 CHECK FOLLOWS ACCEPTANCE OF YOUR 
LETTER! 











Ground Due to Loose Wire and Shelf in Telephone. 

A long grounded country line would become grounded. 
Before the ground could be located it would disappear, and 
probably stay all right for a few days and then come on 
again. Then before the troubleman could find the trouble 
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it would clear again. The line and instruments were care- 
fully gone over and ne cause for the trouble could be found. 

Finally a troubleman was sent over the line to discon- 
nect the telephones. After several had been disconnected 
one was taken off that cleared the line. By carefully examin- 
ing the telephone it was found that when the wire from one 
side of the ringing coil was soldered to the tin on the door 
a short end of the small wire was left standing straight out 
from the door, and this came very close to the hook-switch 
when the door was closed. The shelf to which the hook- 
switch was fastened was somewhat loose. If, when the re- 
ceiver was placed on the hook, the hook was pressed back 
it would push the shelf out a litthe and then the hook- 
switch touched the small wire and grounded the line. But 
then if when the receiver was placed on the hook and the 
hook happened to be pulled a little forward it pushed the 
shelf back, and the hook-switch would not touch the small 
wire. This would leave the line clear 

Sullivan, Ind. F. E. Drysdale. 


oe 


A Suggestion to Test Board Men. 
In testing for the location of trouble the lineman or 





troubleman should act entirely upon the word of the tester. 
With this understanding much delay may be obviated. It is, 
therefore, a part of a test board man’s job to gain the con- 
fidence of the troublemen by careful and accurate measure 
ments. If there is any doubt on the part of the tester as to the 
accuracy of his test, due to high resistance, etc., it is generally 
the best plan to so inform the lineman. 

Test board men need to bear in mind that a lineman working 
on a lead where wires have been transposed has no means of 
locating any particular wire. The pin positions may be re- 
versed at the pole where he is. On phantom transpositions 
this is further complicated 

Instances exemplifying this occur almost daily through the 
thoughtlessness of some testers. If wires 1, 2, 3 and 4 are 
used for a phantom, it is policy for the tester to assist the line- 
man to locate the wires on the pole before ordering crosses 
for testing; otherwise the test is not only delayed but service 
is liable to be interrupted if either circuit is working. 

Chicago JAmMEs F. PRENDERGAS1 


—* 





A Test Arrangement for Multi-Frequency Generator and 
Bells. 

In telephone offices using harmonic four-party line equip 
ment it has become somewhat the rule to supply the ringing 
current by means of four pole-changers, sometimes termed 
in combination a “harmonic converter.” Sometimes these 
pole-changers need minor adjustments to keep them in per- 
fect tune. For this purpose many wire chiefs have wired up 
a set of four standard bells as shown in Fig. 1. ‘A regular 
four-party key is wired up to the pole-changers and by its 
use any frequency can be thrown on to the four test bells. If 
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Fig. 1. Ordinary Arrangement for Throwing any Frequency on 
Corresponding Standard Bell. 


any one of the four pole-changers is out of order it will be 
indicated by the performance of the bell corresponding to 
that frequency. 

It is often desired to test for cross-ringing, that is, one 
pole-changer affecting bells other than its own. If the test 
bells are located very close to the key the bell being rung can 
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be stilled by the hand, so that if any other bell is being 
affected its sound may be heard. But for some reasons it is 
sometimes inconvenient to mount the test bells so near the 
key, or is advisable to locate them at some distant point. In 
this case the stilling of any one bell by the person testing 
becomes impossibe. To obviate this difficulty one wire chief 
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Fig. 2. Extra Keys and Individual Bell Connections Facilitate 
Test for Cross-Ringing. 


has inserted a set of four additional keys market C in Fig. 2. 
By this simple means any bell can be cut out, leaving all the 
rest on the line while ringing. 

This arrangement is also useful when testing a bell for 
adjustment. The test rack is wired to the common line near 
the key. To see if the bell rings strongly on its own fre 
quency, press its own button on the regular ringing key. 
This tests its performance in parallel with four other bells. 
In addition, a variable resistance R may be used to imitate 
line resistance, to be sure that the bell being tested will 
respond when placed in‘ service. If desired, the bell of the 
same frequency in the standard set may be cut out while 
making the test. 

Finally to test the bell on the rack for readjustment against 
cross rings, use C to cut out each of the bells of other fre- 
quencies and try to ring the bell on the rack with the wrong 
buttons. This test becomes severe when R is made equal 
to zero, - 





Summer Repairs. 

A good deal of trouble which appears in winter can be 
avoided by spending plenty of time with the blow torch and 
solder during the next few months. 

When the lines are slack in the summer, copper and iron 
joints, such as those of spider to line, or drop to line, even 
though poorly connected, may work tolerably well; but when 
winter comes with its frosty nights and days, and the lines are 
drawn up taut so,that they hum like a buzz saw, then Old Loose 
Joint gets in his work and the troubleman has to work over- 
time. Many are the tests he has to make in order to find and 
clear trouble which might have been averted by more careful 
work when the line was put up. Test connectors are also a 
ereat source of trouble when not properly tightened. There 
are many good connectors on the market, and if properly used 
they will give litthe or no trouble. Country lines and long 
river spans will-vibrate so much during the cold days that 
they will shake loose a connector which has been tightened 
with the hand, or a small screwdriver. I remember a place 
where we had to make spirals of annealed copper wire and 
fasten one end to the main line and the other to the spider 
with heavy test connectors to keep the vibration of a river 
span over half a mile long from shaking loose soldered or 
otherwise connected spider wires. A bad joint will sometimes 
cause noises similar to grounds, and very difficult to locate, 
especially on bridging grounded farmer lines. So Mr. Con 
struction and Repair Man, don’t be afraid to spend a little 
more time with your blow torch and properly applied solder, 
or, if you use test connectors, to give them an extra turn; 
they'll stand it if they are good. And you will save yourself 
or others many a, cold drive, and your employers a great deal 
of needless expense. 


Portsmouth, Ohio. C. W. Kugelman 











The Telephone in the Courts 


By A. H. McMillan 


Disconnecting One Telephone for Failure to Pay 
Rental on Another. 

A subscriber has a telephone in office and one in his residence 
and has kept the rental on residence paid up, but owes two 
months’ rental and long distance service amounting to $70 on 
office telephone. 

We disconnected the office telephone, and notified the subscriber 
that unless he paid the account, we would disconnect the resi- 
dence telephone. 

The subscriber, who is an attorney, claims that his residence 
and business accounts are entirely separate, and that his wife 
pays all housekeeping expenses from her own income, conse- 
quently we could not legally disconnect the residence telephone 
because of the fact that he is in arrears with his office telephone 
account, 

The subscriber signed two separate contracts and we have al- 
ways rendered two separate statements to him at his office, 
and until now he has never asked us to collect his residence 
bill at residence. Please advise me through TELEPHONY, and if 
convenient cite authorities. 

It seems under the above statement that the company ought 
to have the right to disconnect the telephones and refuse to 
do business with a subscriber who is in arrears. However, the 
right to disconnect a telephone on account of the subscriber’s 
delinquency in meeting payments of rent and tolls, depends 
upon the rules and regulations of the company. If you have a 
rule that all telephones of a subscriber will be disconnected in 
case the subscriber is in arrears to the company, or that the 
subscriber's telephone will be disconnected for failure to pay 
any accounts whatsoever, whether originating on account of 
that specific telephone or not, you would be entitled to carry 
out the threat you have made to the delinquent in this case 
and disconnect his residence as well as his business telephone. 
The fact that the subscriber’s wife may or may not pay the 
residence telephone rental from her own income, does not af- 
fect the case in the least. See State vs. Neb. Tel. Co., 17 Neb., 
126; 52 Am. Rpts., 404; State vs. Kinnlock Tel. Co., 93 Mo. 
App., 349; State vs. Citizens Tel. Co., 161 So. Carolina, 83, 39 
S. E., 257; 85 Am. State Rpts., 870, 55 L. R. A., 139; Irvin vs. 
Rushville Cooperative Tel. Co., 161 Ind., 524, 69 N. E., 258; 
McMillan on Telephone Law, Sec. 85. 





Liability of Members of Unincorporated Company. 
Is an unincorporated mutual telephone company considered a 
partnership in law? 
Is each member of such company individually responsible for 
the debts, unlawful acts and negligence of the company? 
Can the members of an incorporated company be held individu- 
ally responsible in Nebraska? 


An unincorporated mutual telephone company is _ consid- 
ered a partnership in law, and each member of such a com- 
pany is individually liable for the debts, unlawful acts and 
negligence of the whole concern. 

The members of an unincorporated company cannot be 
held individually liable in Nebraska, except to the extent of 
their unpaid subscriptions. 





Contract Valid Because Adopted by Resolution. 


At Lexington, Kentucky, the Fayette Circuit Court has 
held the contract entered into about four years ago between 
the city of Lexington and the Fayette Home Telephone 
Company for the police signal system was valid. The court 
decided that the action of the general council in passing the 
measures providing for and accepting the contract with the 
telephone company was merely a resolution and not an or- 
dinance. If the action had been by ordinance, according to 
the court, it would have been invalid for want of proper 
publication as required by law in case of an appropriation in 
which an expenditure of more than $50 is made. The pub- 
lication of the ordinance would have been invalid because 
the complete details were not published. 


The matter came up on the demurrer to the petition of W. 
A. Searcy to the court, asking that ordinance No. 1809, 
passed February 13, 1906, accepting the proposition of the 
Fayette Home Telephone Company to install a police sys- 
tem of thirty stations for $1,000 per annum be declared null 
and void. The suit was brought by Searcy on behalf of him- 
self and all the taxpayers of the city. 

By the terms of the contract a box was to be installed at 
the office of the chief of detectives free, and when the num- 
ber reached fifty or more the price was to be $30 for each 
telephone. 

The demurrer was sustained. 





City of Detroit and the Michigan State Telephone 
Company. 

In an opinion recently rendered to the committee on public 
utilities of the common council of Detroit, Michigan, Corpor- 
etion Counsel Hally contends that the city can recover from 
the Michigan State Telephone Company the value of the con- 
duits, wires and other equipment of the People’s Telephone 
Company, approximately $300. The People’s Telephone Com 
pany took over a franchise granted to an individual company 
in 1961. A site was selected for an exchange, wires were laia 
and other improvements made to the amount of about $300,000. 
The company then became financially involved and work was 
suspended. The property was subsequently transferred to the 
Michigan Bell company, and by it to its successor, the Michigan 
State Telephone Company, which is today using the property in 
question. The franchise under which the People’s Telephone 
Company operated provided that if the company did not com- 
ply with its provisions and build and maintain a telephone sys- 
tem in the city, its property was to revert to the city. 

Commenting on this Mr. Hally says: 

“With the understanding between the seller and the pur- 
chaser, the city is at present not concerned. No matter what 
the guarantees or warranties were, the seller could not divest 
the property of the lien placed upon it by the public records of 
Detroit; and if it becomes necessary we can likewise assert 
that the purchaser, in spite of its protestations to the contrary, 
could be held to have subjected itself to the terms and condi- 
tions which permitted that property to come into existence.” 

The following questions were also asked the corporation 
counsel : 

1. What power has the city to install a municipal switch- 
board in the city hall and compel communication between the 
Bell and Home companies on this municipal switchboard? 

2. Can the city, by ordinance, regulate telephone rates with- 
in and without the city? 

Answering these questions, the counsel declares that the city 
has no right to pass an ordinance compelling the interchange 
of messages between the company, nor to regulate rates, but 
that it has the right, under the new constitution to regulate 
extensions of the systems by the telephone companies. 

In auswer to the first question, Mr. Hally says that only by 
comprehensive legislation which would provide for the complete 
compensation to one company. for any service rendered another, 
or by agreement between the companies, could this be done. 

In answer to the second question, Mr. Halley points out that 
both companies are operating under state franchises, and, while 
the new constitution grants new powers to the municipalities of 
the state which might be used in the event of extensions, it in 
ne way interferes with grants made under the old constitution. 
He says further that while there might be some basis for an 
action to regulate charges on long distance messages, the ques- 
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tion is s. involved that he would not attempt to take it up at 
this time. 

The request for the opinion grew out of the action of the 
mayor some months ago in sending a special message to the 
council urging the establishment of a municipal telephone sys- 
tem for communication between the various city and county 
offices, to be joined to both telephone companies and the com- 
panies to exchange messages. 





Damages of Abutting Owners Against Foreign Telephone 
Companies in Texas. 

A citizen of Hillsborough, Tex., brought suit against the 
Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company to re- 
cover damages occasioned him by the construction of a line 
along the street on which his homestead was situated. The 
company defended on the ground that it was a foreign 
corporation and held a permit from the state to construct 
and operate a line in the street. It also had the permis- 
sion of the city council to build in the street so as not to 
incommode the public. When the line was constructed 
the wires were placed above the trees, but the trees after- 
ward grew and came in contact with the wires. It was 
shown that the wires could be placed ten or fifteen feet 
higher on the poles then erected and so as not to interfere 
with the trees. On appeal to the supreme court of the 
state, the court discussed the three following questions: 

1. Is the appellant such a public service corporation as 
is exempt from liability for damages for the construction 
of its line under a permit from the state and city under 
the facts stated? 

2. Does the unsightliness of the structure and the in- 
terfering with the occupants’ view entitle the plaintiff to 
recover damages where such depreciates the value of the 
property? 

3. Has the plaintiff the right to grow trees on his side- 
walk, and is appellant liable for damages to same as shown 
by the foregoing? 

The court answered question 1, by saying that the struc- 
tures of the telephone company was an additional burden 
upon the street for which the company must pay damages. 
In answer to question 2, the court said that the line might 
have been constructed by authority of law and with due 
care, yet, as its presence on the street caused or contributed 
to a depreciation of the market value of abutting property, 
the company was liable. Finally, the court held that the 
citizen had the right to grow trees upon the sidewalk, 
and if they were damaged by the wires and the market 
value of the property thus depreciated, the company was 
liable. S. W. Teg. & Tel. Co. vs. Smithdeal, 124 S. W., 627. 

Tube for Trouble Tickets. 

Every exchange should provide an easy way for getting 
trouble tickets promptly to the wire chief. It is human to do 
the easy thing, and the average person is exceedingly likely 
to do it. If the chief operator has to depend on asking some 
one from the terminal room to come up and get them, or 
carry them down herself, considerable delay is likely to occur. 
This is particularly true if trouble is recorded just after a 
trip has been made. The tendency is to put off the execu- 
tion, to wait until a few more come in, so as to have enough 
to make the trip seem worth while. But each case of trou- 
ble is by itself worth while, and should have immediate atten- 
tion. 

Some of the larger companies have installed pneumatic 
tubes, through which trouble tickets, toll tickets and any other 
small papers are quickly and easily transmitted. The ticket 
is folded so as to form a flap at one end, as A, in the illustration, 
and placed in the flat tube so that the current of air will catch 
in the pocket and carry the paper along as at B. This 
system is easy to use, but expensive to install and maintain, 
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and will not pay except in large offices where a very great 
number of tickets must be handled. 

A simple device which is used in a small office consists of 
a plain tube about 3 or 4 inches in diameter, extending from 
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Pneumatic and Gravity Tube Methods of Forwarding Trouble 
Tickets. 


one end of the switchboard to the intermediate rack directly 
below. The arrangement is indicated in diagram E. 

A stout cord C is attached at the upper end and on its 
lower end carries a spring clip D for holding the ticket M 
and a-nail N to serve as a weight. <A call bell is wired so 
as to be operated from a push button, P, above, the return 
circuit being the tube itself. 

To send down one or more tickets the operator pulls up 
the cord, attaches the tickets, lets them down and rings the 
bell. It is cheap, easily installed, and does the work very 


well. 





Ontario Bill for Telephone Regulation Passed. 

Mr. Francis Dagger, secretary of the Canadian Independent 
Telephone Association, has advised TELEPHONY of the passage 
of the bill known as the Ontario Telephone Act, and for- 
wards a complete copy, with amendments, as passed. 

This act gives the Ontario Railway and Municipal Board 
power to regulate toll charges and require reports on toll 
Subject to the approval of the board, 


rates of all companies. 
for interconnection and_ division of 


traffic arrangements 
charges on messages switched between one company and an- 
other may be effected. The Board is given power to order 
physical connection of adjacent systems upon such terms and 
conditions as it may deem advisable. All contracts relating 
to interchange of service are made subject to the approval of 
the Board, and are invalid until approved by it; this apply- 
ing to the lines built under the authority of the Legislature of 
Ontario or otherwise. 

There is a provision in the bill that telephone service shall 
be furnished to any applicant within a reasonable period of 
time, upon his complying with such terms and conditions as 
may be directed with the Board. This gives the Board author- 
ity to prevent cases of extreme delay, but gives the telephone 
company the right to appeal to the Board if there is anything 
unreasonable in the subscriber’s demand for prompt installa- 
tion, or a dispute as to mileage charges. 

Cumberland Raises Rates. 

Shelbyville, Ky., merchants are complaining because of a 
raise in rates by the Cumberland (Bell) telephone company. 
The company was given a franchise fixing the maximum rate 
at $2.25 a month, which has now been increased to $2.75. 
The contention of the Cumberland officials is that the service 
has been increased by the establishment of numerous ex- 
changes in the country. The Home Telephone Co., the com- 
petitor of the Cumberland, has not raised its rates. 
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Economical Line Inspection 


By Hamilton P. Fairman 


The fact is generally admitted that haphazard, promis- 
cuous line inspections are not satisfactory either from a 
maintenance or an economical standpoint. Routine period- 
ical inspections have been established by a majority of 
companies operating toll lines to any great extent. The 
question then presents itself, how often should such _ in- 
spections be made? There is a wide difference in opinion 
upon this point. Some say semi-annual inspections are 
sufficient; others maintain that three inspections a year 
are necessary; while still others advance the opinion that 
quarterly inspections are the most efficient and economi- 
cal. 

No set rule can be formulated from a distance. Local 
conditions must govern to a large extent on whether one, 
two, three or four inspections are necessary. The first 
points to be given consideration are the importance of 
the line from a traffic standpoint, the income therefrom, 
the number of circuits, the height of poles, their age, 
etc. Geographical and geological conditions should next 
be studied; then the accessibility of the line to trouble- 
men. For instance, if any portion of the line can be 
reached within a reasonable time by a troubleman it may 
prove economical to make fewer general inspections on it. 

After deciding how often periodical inspections should 
be made, careful consideration of the manner of perform- 
ing them should be given, for the useless expenditure of a 
few dollars will increase the cost per pole line mile ma- 
terially. It is generally conceded that an inspection should 
be made early in the spring, after the line has withstood 
the strain of winter. There are two distinct methods of 
making this inspection. The practice generaily resorted to 
is to detail a gang of two or three linemen, under the 
direction of an inspector, to drive the line, taking with 
them such tools and material as may be thought neces- 
sary. Mark the words “may be thought.” Who does the 
thinking? Generally the inspector himself. Upon what 
does he base his conclusion as to his requirements of men, 
material and tools. Usually his superior, or supposedly 
superior knowledge of line work and general conditions. 
Bring his thoughts down to analysis and you may find 
very little to warrant carrying out the work in accordance 
with his ideas. Suppose you ask him where he will require 
the assistance of two linemen. Possibly he may be pre- 
pared to show one or two corners which require atten- 
tion. Still, if questioned further, he is bound to admit 
that these, having stood the strain of winter, will stand un- 
til weather and traveling conditions are improved. Inquire 
into the requirements in the way of material, and his ideas 
may be quite as vague 

If a farmer wishes to make repairs upon a pasture fence 
before turning the stock into the field in the spring, does 
he load a wagon with miscellaneous material, and hire a 
man on the supposition that he may require his service 
for a few minutes? Not at all. He makes an inspection 
of the fence, and returning to the barn loads his wagon 
intelligently. He may have found that he will require ad- 
ditional assistance at a certain point, but that he will not 
reach that particular spot until day after tomorrow, so it 
is not necessary for him to have the man on his expense 
account until the particular day when he will need his 
assistance. When the job for which he was hired is com- 
pleted he can pay him, and send him on his way. 

To employ the same method as used by the farmer will 
be found to be economical in maintaining toll lines. 
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Before any general inspection is made it is advisable for 
an inspector capable of judging the conditions of the 
line to drive the routes. In ordinary conditions and weather 
he can make from twenty to twenty-five miles per day. A good 
plan on short lines is to note conditions on the near half 
of the line going out, then drive to the end, and make 
notes on the balance coming back. Returning to the office 
he can tell exactly what is needed; in fact he can make up 
an estimate of the expense required to put the line in 
condition. If there are places where considerable work 
is necessary he can organize a gang and send it to the 
place direct—and not haul and board the men for a week 
in comfortable idleness. 

About 90 per cent of the work he will find can be per- 
formed by one lineman without assistance; 98 per cent can 
be done by one lineman with the assistance of a ground- 
man; the remaining two per cent is in the nature of special 
work, and can be handled in a special manner. Hauling 
a gang of men over a line is not only expensive, but use- 
less You needn’t take my word for it. Look over your 
own lines and see for yourself. In many cases the con- 
tinual company of a groundman is not required. Farm 
hands can be hired readily in the spring of the year. Fre- 
quently it is possible to ship the necessary material to 
convenient points and avoid hauling a heavy wagon over 
bad roads. 

Where the system is of sufficient size, the employment 
of a man under the title of line inspector to direct the work 
of men engaged in maintenance, and work out the de- 
tails will be found an economical plan. A man in this 
position, capable of judging dangerous conditions, will 
prove to be a valuable accessory to the organization. The 
general run of linemen will overdo rather than neglect 
their sections. They will cut trees that are not dan- 
gerous or pull corners where the work is unnecessary. 
They prefer the assistance of experienced men, and in or- 
der to have them at hand, when needed, they overlook the 
fact that there are days and days when they do little 
work. ; 

Some one may say that two men can do the work in 
half the time one can perform it. This, too, is an errone 
ous idea, as it will be found that the time devoted to actual 
work is but a small percentage of the time devoted to the 
inspection. The time gained by two men doing a little job is 
lost many times over in the additional time required for trav 
eling with a heavy wagon over roads which are always in bad 
condition.at this time in the year. 

You will find that in most cases you are giving your 
regular lineman company in his work at your companys 
expense. 

Let us put the matter in a more concrete form; figures 
can always be relied upon to prove the case one way or the 
other 

Assume that we have one hundred miles of line to in- 
spect; that this line carries ten wires, and is either a 
twenty-five or thirty foot line, as the case may be. 

First, we will plan to start the inspector out with two 
linemen, a pair of horses, wagon and driver. Let us say 
the line follows the highway a greater part of the dis- 
tance. Tools, material, men and wagon make a load of 
three thousand pounds. Through the ordinary country 
during March and April the roads will be found to be 
“heavy.” With what work the inspector will find to be 
done, an average distance of ten miles per day is a 
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generous allowance. The estimated cost of the trip will 
be as follows: 


E,.  Se.  E Bs Ge ein 606d sinnsa hen sse van pessanwsicces $ 32.50 
Ras, £5) Fe a OE BF oon sik vik ce cc oricasssvcasitesowes 44.00 
Team Se Griver, 3S GAPS Bt SEG. nocoviciccsvcesec sass newees 39.00 
EO, . WN ns cc chet rasccestuiesenanaceabectaag saenrem 50.00 
TU, I A a aad gle cl Sacer wae SURV ELEATR Oeste aan SO 19.50 
NIN 5 cd cin eta ik tS o's do or le SRE RRR A Re RES ereR Men 2.00 

NN os ort, Ra Rih a sald canna tac ie LAS a a oe Dl aoe $187.00 


During the trip the inspector discovers a place for a 
distance of five spans where the wash has been very 
bad. He shifts the poles a little to one side for he has 
neither tools nor men enough to handle the matter as it should 
be handled. 

For comparison let us send an inspector over the line 
ahead of the working gang. His expense will come out 
about as follows: 


Semectan. G Came Be Cea wn. nccinkises side 40 bss awn Ban vediesies $17.50 
Team and driver, & GAYE Bi $Z.56 2 ceviccsccccicecsscucveceer 20.00 
oo vic cv eisinee ee tae tibeg eee nee aea ce WNes tees eee aen 25.00 

ON aie ie oad cae bcd aaa Saad Rees Cea a ean . $62.50 


By a readjustment of the load it is found that heavy 
material and tools may be shipped to a convenient point 
and that one lineman can proceed on his trip with a light 
load and make fifteen miles per day and perform all the 
necessary work. The line inspector has planned the 
work of re-establishing the line in a permanent manner 
where the wash was discovered. Upon arrival there the 
lineman finds men and material at hand, and completes 
the job in a couple of days. The work has been done in a 
permanent manner. The extra men are paid and dis- 
charged. When the inspection is completed the expense 
will be about as follows: 


Lineman. 9 Gage. Af SEG... « . vcssecescnesas EP Ere: Fe 
Team and driver, 10 days at $2.50......... ar siietctat ane car 
Rr agti eye On ey a RON ERROR we penis FP yee a en OS A Lowe wake 19.00 
Board tO@QM ...sesis. : ; Re ere bgrke a ae 15.00 
ee ee ee Per ee ee eee mene ---$ 81.50 
Npecial Job— 

Linemen (5), 2 days at $2.50. Syialatit acer Sarcatatn kcateetaots datew was 5.00 
Wrmee. O66 coceccace etingse preticaleltatin cite war dri aocwus acodn p anaraneere 3.00 
$109.50 

Line inspector’s expenses ‘ eeteeatalers : ; 62.50 
co” eee a, ee git ap Sa ne i as ea eee ore: ye 


Besides the saving in money the heavy work has been 
done permanently. In actual practice the saving in money 
will probably be greater than the above example shows. 
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Apportionment of General Advertising and Canvassing 
Expense. 

The Wisconsin Railroad Commission, in discussing a 
detail of the accounting system of the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co., apropos of a rate complaint, says: 

“Miscellaneous advertising and canvassing has always 
been apportioned by respondent to the various exchanges 
on the basis of direct expenses incurred by each exchange 
for that purpose. This method results in unusual portions 
of miscellaneous advertising and canvassing being charged 
against an exchange in years during which that exchange 
is incurring unusual expenditures for advertising and can- 
vassing. In other words, the more each exchange expends 
directly for advertising and canvassing, the more it is made 
to bear of the burden of indirect advertising and canvassing 
done by the company as a whole. It is apparent that the 
relative benefit derived by each exchange from the ex- 
penditure of money by the company as a whole does not 


vary much from year to year. It therefore appears to be a 


double tax upon an exchange which makes unusual direct 
expenditures to charge it indirectly with a pro rata share 
of expenses on the basis of its direct expenses. While this 
is a well accepted general rule, it has its necessary excep- 
tions. Earnings are supposed to be increased by advertis- 
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ing and canvassing, yet they do not fluctuate as between 
the various exchanges in so marked a degree as do ex- 
penses for advertising and canvassing. Hence, earnings 
probably constitute a safer and more stable basis.” 





Idaho’s Youngest Independent Stockholder. 

Idaho now probably holds the record as having the 
youngest stockholder in Independent telephone properties. 
At the opening of the Independent exchange at Pocatello, 
Idaho, cards like the one herewith reproduced were dis- 
tributed, and seemed to make a great hit. The Mayor of 








This is my son, Henry Charles Reeves Cready, who has become a 
stockholder of the Idaho Independent Telephone Co the youngest in 
the state. We hoth live in ‘Pocatello, Idaho. I couldn’t find a better 


present for him than some stock in the Telephone Company- — Henry. 











Foundation of This Boy’s Future Wealth is Provided by Tele- 
phone Investment, 


the city in delivering an .address of welcome presented 
Master Cready with a gold locket and chain on behalf of 
the Idaho Independent Telephone Company. Fully two 
thousand persons attended the opening, in which great in- 
terest had been created by up-to-date methods of publicity 
and a knowledge of the record made in Montana by Mr. 
Thaddeus S. Lane, who is president of the Idaho Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company. 





Kansas Churches Using Telephones. 

Three churches in Olathe, Kansas, are fully abreast of the 
times, as they have installed telephone connections by which 
any patron of the Olathe Citizens Telephone Company may 
hear the services without leaving his home. The service was 
installed for the use of the old and ill members of the con- 
gregations, who were unable to attend the church, and in two 
churches it has never been used for any other purpose. In one 
church, however, the system is now generally used and any 
person who asks to be connected may listen to the entire serv- 
ice without leaving his house. 











Answers to Practical Questions 


Proper Wiring of Condenser in Pole’ Changer Circuit. 


Where is the proper place to connect the condenser in a pole 
changer? I have been urged to change it from across the A. C. 
terminals and put it across the battery leads at the vibrator. 
Would this be right and why? 

The proper place for the condenser is across the A. C. 
terminals, just where the manufacturer has put it. Any change 
will be a mistake. The reasons are as follows: 

In Fig. 1-A we have wired in series battery, B, a switch, S, 
and a reactance coil, 1, which may be considered as represent- 
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ing the bell or bells on the line. This is essentially the con- 
dition which we: have in the pole changer at the instant of 
closing or opening the circuit to send the current in one 
direction through the bell. 

When the circuit is closed at S, a very slight spark occurs, 
which may be neglected. 

The current at once starts flowing through the magnet coil 
M, but owing to the difficulty of magnetizing the latter, the 
current does not instantly arrive at full value. 

The work done in magnetizing is stored up in the magnetic 
condition of the coil. 

If we open the circuit at the switch, the current begins to 
fall, due to the resistance of the air between the switch points. 
This falling current causes the magnetism of the coil to de- 
But at the magnetism decreases, it induces a voltage 
in the coil, tending to prolong the current. This 
small are to be drawn out at the switch, so that the current 
continues to flow till the points have been separated an appre- 
ciable distance. This is the spark with which we are all 
familiar. To suppress this spark is the purpose of the con- 
denser, for otherwise the platinum contacts would be rapidly 
eaten away. 

There are two locations for the condenser, both of which 


crease. 


causes a 


are capable of giving good results. Fig. 1-B shows one such 


arrangement. At the instant of break, the condenser, which 
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was fully discharged, begins to take the extra current caused 
by the coil magnetism, for it is easier to flow into the empty 
condenser than across the air gap. By the time the con- 
denser is charged the switch points are so far apart that the 
current can not jump, or the coil’s energy has disappeared. 
Fig. 1-C shows another location, which also gives a good re- 
The shunted around the coil M. The 


sults. condenser is 


explanation of how this suppresses the spark is not as easy 


as in the former case, yet by using a comparison with a direct 
current circuit it will be made clear. 

While the current is flowing, the condenser is charged to the 
potential existing across the terminals of the coil. It should 
be noted that the left hand terminal of the condenser has a 
positive charge and the right negative. Hence, if given a 
chance, the stored up electricity in it will flow around the 
local circuit (C and M), counter-clockwise, as arrowed. 

It is also the tendency of the magnetic energy of the coil to 
to the 
of the 


cause current to flow in the same direction, according 
rule which was explained above. If the condenser is 
proper capacity, the discharge of condenser and coil will take 
place without producing any extra voltage across the terminals 
X Y, hence no spark will occur. 

Just how this local circuit works in removing the evils of 
the spark may be understood by reference to a few simple 
cases which will be given. In Fig. 2-A we have two closed cir- 
cuits, each consisting of a four-volt battery, two resistances 
of five ohms each, and a straight connecting wire which is 
assumed to The two batteries A and B 
are so poled that the currents in the parallel wires m-n and 
According to 


have no resistance. 


o-p flow in opposite directions, as arrowed. 




























E 
Ohm’s Law (Il =—) we have .4 ampere flowing in each wire. 
R 
Now, if we weld these two wires together from m and o to n 
RINGING BATTERY 
UL tilt 
A4v ieee ESS 
+ | 
P 
a . 
3 
A B 
BavV BELL 











Fig. 3. 


and p, we shall have one wire in which we may imagine both 
currents still to be flowing. But since they are equal and 
opposite, the result will be no current, as indicated in Fig. 2-B. 

Since no current is flowing this wire mo-np can be of any 
resistance whatever, so we will throw it outside the circle 
and put anything else into it that we desire, as in Fig. 3-A. 
The current in the local circuit flows around with no tendency 
to escape at mo or np, hence the two batteries can not affect 
the circuit in which S is located. Compare Fig. 3-A with Fig. 1-C 
and you note a great similarity. When the magnet M has 
been magnetized and condenser C charged, each is a source 
of electromotive force or voltage, and they will momentarily 
act as two batteries in sending current through each other 
when the switch S is opened. If in Fig. 1-C the relation be- 
tween C and M is right, the stored up energy in condenser 
and coil will be discharged without producing an appreciable 
spark at the contact S. 

Another way of looking at it is as follows: While current 
is flowing through the magnet M, Fig. 1-C, energy is stored up 
in its magnetic field. When the circuit is broken, it tends to 
cause an extra current to flow in the same direction as the 
This, without the condenser, would 
tend to pull current the coil at end X, and force 
current out at the end Y. The condenser being attached and 
charged as indicated, furnishes current to enter at X and 
absorb the current forced out at Y. Hence there is no ten- 
dency for any of this extra current to escape into the battery 
B, or contact S. 
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In the pole-changer the condenser is wired so as to be con- 
nected across the line while ringing. This causes it to assume 
the spark suppressing arrangement of Fig. 1-C. Now, if the 
condenser be changed to be across the battery leads, as sug- 
gested in the query and illustrated in Fig. 3-B, there is no pro- 
tection whatever for the contact points P, P. The condenser 
merely becomes charged to the voltage of the battery and 
remains so, fluctuating slightly as the battery voltage may be 
affected by the amount of current drawn. 





Poor Transmission When Two Lines Are Connected. 

We have an iron metallic line of No. 10 wire from exchange A 
to exchange B; also an iron metallic line of No. 12 wire from ex- 
change B to exchange C; 75 per cent of the subscribers’ tele- 
phones at all these exchanges are on grounded return, or com- 
mon return circuits. Subscribers at A can talk to subscribers 
at B, and subscribers at B can talk to subscribers at C, but sub- 
scribers at A cannot talk to subscribers at C. I have tried re- 
versing all the circuits at both ends every way, but it does no 
good. What is the trouble? 

It is very likely that you have some defect in your office 
equipment at B. Over the total distance from A to C of, 45 
miles you should have no difficulty whatever in talking. 

Test the matter as follows: Cut off all office equipment 
from both lines in office B, and run a special connection by 
wire at the main distributing frame so that A can talk to C 
without going through any apparatus whatever. Have the 
operators at A and C put up connections with local tele- 
phones which are known to be in good order and test the 
transmission over the whole line. If the talk comes up good 
and loud, then your lines are all right. Then go after the 
apparatus. Make sure that your plugs and jacks are in 
good order, that your clearing-out drops are high enough 
in resistance and impedance so as not to cause a serious 
leak, and that no drops or coils are cut in series with one 
side of the line. It should not be necessary to use a re- 
peating coil in the cord circuit connecting the two toll lines. 
Direct connection will give better transmission 





Grounded Phantom Connection. 

We are working successfully a grounded phantom between W 
and D, wired like Fig. 4. The repeating coil is bridged across the 
pair and tapped in the middle for the phantom. It works better 
than the plan given in Telephony, Feb. 5, 1910. Which is con- 
sidered better, and why? . 

The plan given by TELEPHONY is considered, better because 
of difficulties encountered when ringing with a groundéd 
generator, which is the usual case. Because you use a 
generator with insulated terminals you have not had trouble. 

Suppose the operator at MW’ rings 7 with a grounded gen- 
erator. Then the condition of affairs while ringing will be 
as shown in Fig. 5, the current flowing according to the 
arrows. Part of the current will go to ground through the 
two terminals P and P’ of the phantom and be very likely to 
throw their drops. If persons are talking over the phantom it 
will ring in their ears disagreeably. 

Even if the generator is ungrounded, you are likely to have 
this same trouble if one operator happens to be ringing on a 
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ground return local line while someone is ringing on the 
metallic circuit M M’. For the time being the generator is 
grounded by the sleeve of the jack of the ground 
return line, and it will have the same effect as shown in Fig. 
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5. For this reason it is considered better to insert a complete 
repeating coil in the metallic line, so as to insulate the line 
end completely from the switchboard end. But care must be 
taken to use the very best repeating coils, especially designed 


























Fig. 5. 


for this work, in order to secure efficient ringing service on 
the metallic circuit. 





Method of Bringing in Toll and Farmers’ Lines. 

Which is the better practice: for us to run toll and farmer lines 
aerial to the office pole, and thence by cable into the office, 
or terminate at the end of paper insulated cable and bring in 
with city subscribers. 

The length of cable from the exchange to where our farm and 
toll lines would enter is from 1,000 to 1,500 feet. Cables are ot 
No. 22 wire, capacity .12 M. F. 

The cables are not perfect, having some grounds and opens. 
They are protected from lightning by grounds on sheaths, and 
fuses at the terminals. 

Our longest farm line is about 10 miles long and all have an 
average of 8 to 10 telephones on a line, spaced fairly regularly 
along the lones. 

Our lines are all metallic No, 12 iron wire, without cross- 
talk. 

I find it hard to estimate the longest connection we may ex- 
pect to have over our farm lines, Our farmers, I would say, 
do most of their talking within a radius of 125 miles. 

Our toll lines are of No. 12 iron and No. 10 copper wire, and 
run from 15 to 26 miles in length. We are in a general telephone 
business, connected with the Long Distance Company, and would 
like to handle any toll call that comes to us, 

Part of our exchanges are common battery, and a part magneto. 


Under the conditions which you have outlined we ofter 
the following recommendations : 

Your farmers’ lines will work all right through the cable, 
since they are metallic and do not cross-talk. Be sure to 
keep them off faulty pairs in the cable. 

Keep your toll lines out of the cable entirely. You cannot 
expect to give good long-distance service if you run the toll 
circuits through No. 22 gage .12 M. F. cable. When your sys- 
tem becomes part of a long toll connection, the small wire and 
high capacity of the cable will impair your transmission. 





Drop Causes Night Bell to Ring Continuously. 

On our No. 1 switchboard drop No. 52 will continually ring 
the night bell, with the drop in the unoperated position or the 
shutter taken off so as not to come in contact. We have 
exchanged different drops. All ring the night bell when in No. 
52 position. No. 52 is O. K. in any other position. The drops 
are fastened on either side with one screw to iron bars that 
fasten to the iron drop frame by screws. The strange thing 
is why all drops placed in No. 52 position ring the night bell 
when they do not do so in other positions. 

If the iron bars have a short, why do they not cause all 
the drops on that brace of drops to ring the bell? All lines 
on that brace of drops are ground return. There is no visible 
cause of the trouble in No. 52 position. 

As you do not give the manufacturer’s name and code 
number of this particular switchboard, we cannot positively 
state the exact cause of trouble. We can, however, direct 
you how to find it for yourself. Since any drop rings the 
bell continuously when in place of No. 52 and drop 52 is 
all right when placed elsewhere, you must look for a short 
circuit caused by some part of any drop when inserted in 
that place. That is, there is something defective about the 
position or supports at No. 52 and you should be able by 
inspection to find it. It is possible that the insulation of 
the night bell wire at that point is broken or leaky so that 
where any drop is inserted it causes a short circuit. If you 
examine it along this line you cannot fail to find it. 














Telephone News 


Conventions, Kansas, Topeka, April 26, 27, 28; Missouri, St. Joseph, May 3, 4 and 5; Indiana and 
Michigan, South Bend, Ind., May 11, 12 


New Jersey Public Utility Bill Cleverly Drawn to Favor 
Bell Interests. 

It is charged in New Jersey that the Bell telephone interests 
succeeded in introducing a joker into the public utilities bill 
recently passed. 

The bill gives the railroad commissioners power to enforce 
a uniform system of accounting, to eliminate rebates, to order 
improvements in service, and to make recommendations with 
respect to rates. The board is required to approve stock issues 
after being satisfied that their issuance is in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. No lease of its property rights and 
franchises by a public utility, and no merger or consolidation 
of its property, rights and franchise with the property, rights 
and franchises of any other public utility shali be valid until 
approved by the board. 

he right to appeal from the orders of the commission is 
conferred upon every public utility. No privilege or franchise 
hereafter granted by any local, municipal or county governing 
body shall be valid until approved by the board, which shall, 
after due hearing, determine that such privilege or franchise 
is necessary and proper for public convenience. 

Under this law it is apparent that the public is not protected 
adequately against unjust rates as the commission is given no 
power to enforce rates. 

The ability to perpetuate monopoly is vested in the com 
mission as well as the right to sanction monopoly to the extent 
that no redress would be possible under the state law, leaving 
the only redress open in the form of an appeal to the courts 
under the Sherman law. 

This bill conveys no new powers of regulation over stock 
issues—as might be expected in New Jersey, the home of the 
trusts. 

This bill was introduced by Senator Wakelee, the man re- 
ferred to in Mr. Remick’s famous testimony as the purchaser 
f an Independent corporation in West Virginia, which was 
afterwards sold to the Southern Bell Telephone Company, pre 
sumably at a good profit. 


——— i? 


New Telephone System for Miles City, Mont. 

It is announced that the system of the Miles City Auto 
matic Telephone Company, Miles City, Montana, will be in 
operation within four months. G. A, Mellanger, manager of 
the company, and John M. Murphy of Butte, a representa- 
tive of the company, are in Miles City completing arrange 
ments to commence the work of construction immediately. 
Mr. Mellanger will open temporary offices in Miles City 
where he will be located while the construction work is 
being carried on 

The company will first secure a site upon which 
modern, two story exchange building will be erected. The 
building will be either 25 x 70 feet or 680 x 70 feet. One 
of the principal things the company will do will be to 
develop rural lines so that communication may be had 
with all of the ranches in the vicinity. 


a 


Glens Falls, N. Y., Switchboard Being Installed. 
he new three section standard, harmonic, four-party line 
board of the Glens Falls exchange of the Commercial Union 
lelephone Company was shipped from the Dean factory March 
25. The new board will be installed immediately, as the old 
one is entirely inadequate to supply the increased demands 
for telephone service there. 


The Commercial Union is also extending its rural business 
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along the Hudson. At Schodack and Greenbush the company 
is engaged organizing several small farmers’ lines to operate 
in those sections and to connect with the Commercial’s long 
distance lines. 

At Watervliet, N. Y., the only town in the Troy district 
where the Bell telephones outnumbered the Independents, a 








strong fight has been carried on for a few months, and re- 
sulted in a victory for the Independents. Last September the 
Commercial Union company began improving its property 
there, and the first of January began its campaign for new sub- 
scribers. It has resulted in the Independents having the largest 
number of telephones now. 

A circular letter has been sent out by F. TH. Gardinier, man- 
ager of the Clinton Telephone Company of Plattsburg, to se 
cure a meeting of the Independent telephone men at the Bard- 
well house in Rutland, Vt., to look into the matter of organ- 
izing an Independent company to operate in that place. At 
present the Independent companies have toll lines near Rutland 
but have not yet entered into active competition with the Bell 
company there 





Independents Lead in Branch Exchange Business at Topeka. 
Those who have been following the trend of progress i 
the large and medium sized cities have noted a constantly in 


creasing private branch exchange development among the Inde- 


pendent companies. For the most part this business has been 
secured and handled quietly, but nevertheless it is now a very 4 
substantial feature of Independent service. A good branch ex 7 


change list means strength in the business community. 

The Independent company at Topeka, Kansas, recently 
gave the newspapers a list of over thirty prominent firms 
using some type of Independent branch exchange service 

An amusing incident connected with the publication of this 
IF vas the fact that the Bell company, which is quite gen 
et iy a bad second in Topeka, came to bat next day with 
boasting statement that it had the larger number of private 
branch exchanges connected with its system. However. people 
in Topeka have learned to check up Bell statements or let 
them alone, and as the Bell company did not, like the Independ 
ent, back up its claim with a list, it was laughed at for tts 
troubl 


> 





New Jersey Legislature Considering Bill Against Bell 
Dummy Companies. 
\ law against purchasing competing wire using corporatiot! 


has been introduced in the New Jersey legislature by Senato 


Harry V. Osborne. The measure provides a penalty of $1,000 
for each day or part of a day during which such interest 1s 
unlawfully held. The same penalty attaches to a lease of the 


property of a competing wire using corporation 

This bill is intended to prevent conditions such as have 
arisen at Newark and Jersey City, where the Bell company 
is alleged to have secretly purchased control of competing In 
dependent companies, and is now operating them as dumm} 
Independents at a financial loss to discourage further com 
petition and prejudice the public against competing service 





Removal of Michigan Association Offices. 

The offices of the Michigan Independent Telephone and 
Traffic Association, formerly located in the Citizens Tele- 
phone Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan, have been moved 
to Suite 323, Shepard Building, Corner of Ionia and Foun- 
tain Sts., in the same City. 
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Gentle Talk From Leland Hume. 
talk delivered by Leland Hume before the Board of 
Knoxville, Tenn., shows up this versatile gentleman in 
The small company which has experienced his 
blustering and braggadocio will be surprised to learn that when 
a competitor once has the upper hand he can be as mild and 
dove 


The 
Trade, 


a new angle. 


gentle as a 

At Knoxville the service was severely criticized, particularly 
as the Cumberland company and its competitor are both operat- 
ing magneto switchboards when the business men claim that 
the size of the city warrants improved equipment of the com- 
mon battery type. 

Mr. 
that has been said: in regard to the service here, but I have 


Hume, in his talk, said, “I am willing to admit much 
been studying the situation and there are a number of things 
to be considered and I assure’you that the kindly spirit with 
which this 
He claimed 


duly appreciated.” 
had 


revenues 


matter has been taken 


that the 
proved was that owing to competition the 


up is 
not been im 
had not 
been satisfactory and did not justify the company in making 


reason why the plant 


a new plant. Referring to the com- 


the Peoples Telephone Company, which is con 


heavy expenditures for 
petition of 


trolled by home people, he said: “The other company has 
strength as has been demonstrated to our satisfaction, and 
we would have no satisfaction in squeezing the other fellow 
if we could.” He went on to say: “We would hate to leave 
here, as we don't like to be whipped, but if you savy march, 
march we will.” 





Independent Company at Omaha to Be Put on Its Feet. 

The first steps have been taken in the reorganization which 
will the Independent Telephone Company at Omaha, 
Nebraska, te go and develop the 
Friendly proceedings resulted in the appointment of a receiver 
on Wednesday this week. Refinancing will 
growth of the which, 
owing to errors of the promoters, could not expand on a sound 


enable 


ahead business available. 


afternoon of 


make possible a continued company, 


basis. 

Lysle A. Abbott of Omaha is appointed receiver. As soon 
as the reorganization plans, which are understood to have 
already been agreed upon by the reorganization committee 


and bond holders of the company, are approved by the court, 
money will be immediately available for extension of the sys- 
tem, which will be undertaken vigorously. 

The South Omaha plant will be pushed to rapid completion. 

Frank H. Woods, of Lincoln, who has been taking a promi- 
nent part in the reorganization plans as chairman of the com 
mittee of bond holders, said: “The whole thing will be put 
on a bedrock basis, with no water or inflation anywhere, then 
the plant will be put as quickly as possible into the shape orig- 
inally outlined.’ 

President F. E. Ebersole is expected to have charge of the 
further developments of the system and operation of existing 
plant as general manager for the receiver. 





Ohio Association Issues Objections to the Elson Bill. 

A memorial against the Elson bill on official stationary of 
the Ohio Independent Telephone Association, and signed by 
President Frank L. Beam, Secretary H. P. Folsom and members 
of the executive committee, has been presented to the mem 
bers of the general assembly of Ohio. 


The history of the telephone business in Ohio is presented, 


showing the public need which gave rise to the Independent 
service. The letter states that the Bell interests endeavored to 
purchase and control the ‘United States Long distance lines, 
and “had it not been for the anti-trust laws of this state, the 
above would have been accomplished, and it is the repeal of 
these very anti-trust laws which is desired by the interests 
favoring the Elson bill. 

“The purpose of the Elson bill is to permit the consummation 
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of these purchases. It is significant when Mr. Elson admits 
that this bill was suggested to him by an agent of the Bell 


Telephone Company; it is significant that a large and power- 
ful lobby, composed of Bell agents from all over the state, is 
endeavoring to secure the passage of this bill.” 

The brief goes on to say that more than 75 per cent of the 
Independent companies of Ohio should not be 
jeopardy even though a few might be benefitted. 

“The passage of the Elson bill would permit one system, 
the Bell, to select for merger, as its interests might dictate, 
such parts of the Independent would tend to 
weaken the latter and strengthen the former. By following 
this course until the Independent system had been well honey 


placed in 


system, as 


combed, the breaking up of that system would become a com 
paratively easy task.” 

The 
was unanimously passed at the recent convention at Colum 
bus. 


‘.1ef closes with the resolution against the bill which 





Mississippi Railroad Commission Establishes Joint Rates 
for Telegraph Service. 

After 

lines the Mississippi Railroad Commission has issued an order 

to be effective April 23, 


hearing representatives of telegraph and_ telephone 


providing point rates for written mes 
sages. Rates are as follows: 

For 10 words or less, 25 cents between any two points in 
Mississippi; additional words 2 cents each; this to apply to 


lines of a single telephone company. For going 


over two 


messages 
telephone lines, 50 cents for 10 words and 2 
additional word. For messages going over three 
lines within the state, 75 cents 
each additional word. Messages going over a tele- 
graph and telephone line 50 cents for 10 words and two cents 
for each additional word, between any two points in the state 
For messages over a telephone line and two telegraph lines 
within the state, 75 cents for 10 words, three cents for each 
additional word. 


cents 
for each 
telephone 
cents for 


for 10 words, three 


~~ 





Pennsylvania Railroad Commission Investigating Rates. 
Officials of the Bell and Independent systems operating in 
Allegheny county and vicinity are compiling for the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Commission a complete schedule of the rates 
charged for telephone service, both local and long distance. 
The Commission is already in possession of considerable data 
regarding conditions in Philadelphia and the eastern section of 
the state. Now 
, The schedule 


data is being collected from the western end. 
and observations are not to be made public, 
as the work is being done in obedience to a legislative reso- 
lution directing the Commission to recommend equitable rates 
for the state. 





Merger at Wichita, Kansas, Causes Complaint. 
The Bell telephone company has recently bought control of 
Already let- 
professional 


the Independent exchange at Wichita, Kansas. 


ters and telegrams from business and men in 


Wichita have been received by Governor Stubbs protesting 
against the merger on the ground that it will shut out the 
Independent toll lines and prevent competition. 
stood that if inquiry reveals general complaint the attorney 
general will be instructed to start action against the Bell com- 


It is under- 


pany under the anti-trust law. 





Woodpeckers Cause 40 Poles to Fall. 

Damage to a single pole by woodpeckers so weakened it 
that during a sleet storm last winter it fell, and the reactive 
stresses brought down 39 others on the line. This accident 
happened to the lines of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company near Painesville, Ohio. 












: 
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Saskatchewan to Build 700 Miles of Line. 

The work of the Saskatchewan telephone department has 
been taken up and discussed in detail. During the year 1909 
the government purchased the entire plants of the Bell tele- 
phone company and the Saskatchewan company at a_ total 
cost of $517,500. 

The following figures quoted by the Minister of Telephones 
are given to serve some idea of what has been accomplished 
by his department in the space of two years: The long dis- 
tance lines purchased by the government included 497 miles. 
During the fall of 1908 and the season of 1909 the government 
built 640 miles of long distance lines, making a total of 1,137 
miles, 

The work authorized for the present season comprises some 
700 miles. It is therefore expected that on January 31, 1911, 
the government will have in operation almost 1,800 miles. The 
question of building exchanges is also receiving careful at- 
tention, and they are being provided for just as rapidly as 
conditions warrant their installation. It was also pointed 
out that the construction of rural lines was receiving the 
closest attention by his department. Some 70 local compa- 
nies have been organized and it is expected that during the 
present season at least 40 more will be added to them. 
About 1,900 miles of rural lines have been built and are in 
operation. It is estimated that they serve at least 2,000 


farmers. 





Meeting of Ohio Executive Committee. 

The executive committee of five recently named by the 
board of directors of the Ohio Independent Telephone As- 
sociation met last week at the Chittenden hotel, Columbus, 
to take up a number of important matters. Frank L. Beam, 
president of the association, said that since the annual con- 
vention matters in telephone circles have been clarified to 
a large extent. He believes that confidence is returning in 
some quarters, at least, and that there is a spirit of co- 
operation at the present time. This feeling has been lack- 
ing for some time. Mr. Beam looks for some development 
in Independent telephone circles in Ohio during this sum- 
mer. 

The committee named to confer with President Davis 
of the U. S. Telephone Company relative to rates is collect- 
ing all information bearing on the matter. All this infor- 
mation will be brought together soon, when a new schedule 
of rates will probably be announced. 


* 





Bell Company Raises Rates to Express Offices. 

A dispatch from Dubuque, Iowa, where the Bell company 
some time ago acquired the competing exchange, states that 
all users of telephones are interested in a controversy that 
has arisen between the Bell company and the express com- 
panies. The express companies have been paying $2 per 
month for telephone service, under contracts which expire 
\pril 1. The telephone company has served notice on them 
that it has elected, as is its option under the contract, to call 
the contract off, and that it will charge them $4 per month 


after April 1. 


Louisville Watching Chicago Independent System. 


Louisville business men have received with considerable 





interest the announcement made by President E. M. Cole- 
man, of the Louisville Home Telephone Co., in connection 
with the probability that subscribers of the company will 
shortly be able to talk to Chicago. Mr. Coleman believes 
that as soon as arrangements are completed for the connec- 
tion, which will be some time this summer, the Louisville 
company will be in a position to compete for business much 
better than before. Louisville does a great deal of business 
with the western metropolis, and connection by telephone 
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over Independent wires will consequently be an important 
addition to the facilities of the business men and one that will 
be welcomed also by the merchants of Chicago. 





Cumberland Company Does Not Want to Sell Out. 

Efforts are being made by business men in Shelbyville, Ky., 
to secure a consolidation of the two telephone companies now 
doing business there. The movement was begun on account 
of the effort of the Cumberland telephone company to raise 
its rate from $2.25 to $2.75. A meeting of the Business Men’s 
Association has been called and steps will be taken then in 
the direction of compelling one or the other company to leave 
the field to its competitor. The business men generally favor 
the Home Telephone Company, which is operated by local 
men, and which has taken a conciliatory attitude, announcing 
that it is ready either to buy the rival company or dispose of 
its holdings to it. If a single company were to be formed, 
officers of the association say, they would be willing to have a 
franchise sold providing a maximum rate of $3.00 a month. It 
is not likely, however, that the Cumberland telephone com- 
pany will agree to the terms which have been suggested. 





New Morgan Exchange Cut Over at Columbus, Ohio. 

The Columbus Citizens Telephone company has com- 
pleted the work of cutting over the switches in the Hanford 
exchange, located on Pearl street, between Moler and Hand- 
ford streets, which will serve the southeastern part of the 
city. Applications are being received daily for new tele- 
phones in that section. This.work is simply carrying out 
the idea started several years ago of erecting branch auto- 
matic exchanges in the various sections of the city, in order 
to increase the number of telephones and also to cut down 


the cost of the plant. 





Morgan People Confer on Ohio Telephone Affairs. 

Frank A. Davis, president of the United States Telephone 
Company, the Columbus Citizens Telephone Company and 
the Dayton Home Telephone Company was called to New 
York the middle of the week to confer with the firm of J. 
P. Morgan & Co. with reference to telephone affairs in 
Ohio. A meeting of the board of directors of the United 
States Telephone Company will be called as soon as Mr. 
Davis returns, when a number of important matters will be 


taken up. 





—* 


Public Utilities Bill Passed by Ohio House. 

The Woods public utilities bill, over which so much dis- 
cussion has taken place, was passed by the house of repre- 
sentatives of the Ohio legislature Wednesday afternoon, 
March 30, after a few amendments were made on the floor of 
the house. The bill as finally passed is quite different from 
the original bill which was introduced in the house in the early 
part of the present session by Representative Frank Wood of 
Medina county. The bill was immediately printed in its re- 
vised form and sent to the senate for its action. The first 
action of the upper house was to refer it to the committee 
on railroads and telegraphs where it now rests until a date 
is fixed for public hearings. 

The vote on the Woods bill in the house was 91 to 16, 
showing the great strength of the idea of giving the public 
utilities commission authority to regulate all public utilities, 
which includes telephone concerns. First seriously proposed 
as a measure by the present legislature, the passage of the 
bill in the house was the result of a conference with Governor 
Harmon in which the governor assured the speaker that he 
offered no opposition to the proposed law. The lining up of 
the democratic representatives for the measure was the work 
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chiefly of Representative William E. Bense of Ottawa county 
who was one of the warmest advocates of the bill. He told 
the democratic side of the house that they could not afford 
to oppose it on the ground that it was a republican measure. 

Fifty-two republicans and 39 democrats voted for the bill 
while 13 republicans opposed it. None of the features of the 
original bill pertaining to the regulation of telephone com- 
panies were lost in the bill as enacted by the house. The sal- 
aries of the commission were fjxed at $5,000 instead of $6,500, 
while the expense of the commission is limited to $1,000 yearly. 

An amendment was offered expressly stating that telephone 
companies come within the powers of regulation. This amend- 
under the railway commission 
ment may not have been neces- 
sary to include telephone com- 
panies, but as some expressed a 
doubt on that score the amend- 
ment was offered. 

In a general way the bill pro- 
vides that the present railway 
commission will be enlarged into 
a public utilities commission with 
the governor of the state having 
the appointive power. The law 
regulates all public utilities after 
the same fashion as the railroads 
law. There is a system af book- 
keeping to be provided by the 
commission that must be installed 
and three sets of reports are to 
be made annually. One of the re- 
ports is to go to the commission, 
another is to be filed with a state 
officer and another is for the com- 
pany. 

The commission is given full 
powers to regulate rates and serv- 
ice and also over the issue of 
stocks and bonds. Rates must 
be filed with the commission at 
least 30 days before they are to 
become effective. In no case can 
the issue of stocks or bonds of a 
merger company exceed those of 
the two or more companies com- 
posing the merger. The law also 
provides that in no case can a 
corporation hold more than 25 per 
cent of the stock of another cor- 
poration, or in other words a cor- 
poration cannot become a holding 
company. The bill provides that 
the rates in effect January 1 shall 
be the basis upon which the com- 
mission will work. This feature 
was put in to prevent companies 
from rasing rates in anticipation 
of the passage of the bill. 

Upon the matter of franchises 
nothing in the bill takes away that 
power which is now lodged with 
the city councils in municipalities. 
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after removing a number of drastic features. Sentiment in 
the upper house appears to be with the idea of a better regu- 
lation of public utilities. 





Lines of Keystone Telephone Co. 
Two weeks ago, an unavoidable error kept two maps from 
the story of the Keystone Telephone Company. 
Fig. 1 shows a map of the underground section. It com- 
prises 12,500,000 duct feet, 7,000 manholes and 335 miles of 
trench. 
It gives service to Philadelphia, Camden, Manayunk, Ger- 
mantown, Chestnut Hill, Franktown, and other points, mak- 
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An effort was made to include Fig. 1. Map of the Underground System of the Keystone Telephone Company. 


that feature in the bill but all 
amendments of that character were voted down. In certain 
cases the commission becomes a board of arbitration in ad- 
justing disputes, but telephone companies hardly come within 
that provision. 

It is believed that the senate will enact the law, possibly 


ing this the most extensive underground system in America. 
There are idle ducts, which were purposely put there for 
electric light and power purposes. Some day, the people of 
Philadelphia will awaken and demand relief. 
Fig. 2 is a map of the Keystone Telephone Co.’s own toll 
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system. Note how comprehensive it is, and how the Phila- 
delphia family at the Seaside during the long summer is not 
lost to the company. This is all the toll facilities needed. 
It teaches us that long distance service to your principal 
city is not important as some think. 
Telephone service is purely a local issue, and all the 
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Fig. 2. Lines and Connections of the Keystone Telephone 
Company. 


million-dollar advertising to stir up a belief in the necessity 
and advantage of universality will prove as a “sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal.” 
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Maine Company Breaks Away From Sublicensee Ranks to 
Get Rid of Instrument Rental. 

A report from Kingman, Maine, states that the Farmers’ 
Club there has recently bought out the Kingman Telephone 
Company. They have reduced the rate and doubled the 
number of subscribers, and henceforth will buy their own 
instruments, so as to stop paying rent. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
G. D. Oraak, president; R. Matson, treasurer; C. Chris- 
dopsan, secretary, and J. Frank Campbell, purchasing agent 
and manager. 





Minnesota District Association Meeting. 

The members of the Seventh Congressional District Tele- 
phone Association of Minnesota met in annual session at Red- 
wood Falls, Minn., March 23. Reports made by various mem- 
bers showed that the past year was one of considerable activ- 
ity in this district, Redwood Falls having had a remarkable 
gain. The Redwood Falls Electric Telephone Company, or- 
ganized a year ago, installed a common battery, cable sys- 
tem, and has completely outstripped the competing (Bell) 
company in that place since that time. 


A plan was adopted at the meeting whereby this Associa- 
tion is combined with the State Association. Each one will 
continue in its particular field of usefulness, but a duplication 
of fees and dues will be avoided. 

The old officers, viz, E. P. Kelly, Cottonwood, president; 
J. O. Gimmestad, Belview, and F. E. Bentley, Montevideo, 
vice-presidents; E. R. Rasmusson, Svea, treasurer, and Lucius 
F. Clark, Bellingham, secretary, were re-elected to serve the 
ensuing year. 





Public Hearing on the Elson Bill. 

At a hearing on the Elson telephone bill, held by the 
committee on railroads and telegraphs of the Ohio senate 
recently, a number of arguments were made on both sides 
of the question. The same people representing the Bell 
interests who appeared before the house committee argued 
before the senate committee on the greater convenience and 
usefulness of the telephone if monopolized by one com 
pany. Opposing arguments were made by Judge Lewis 
3rucker of Mansfield, J. H. Ainsworth, manager of the 
Dayton Home Telephone Company of Dayton and others 
30th showed the motive behind the bill and argued that 
the laws preventing monopoly in telephones should not be 
abrogated. 

suc committee of the senate will go slowly on reporting 
the bill, as it will prefer to wait until the irregularity 
charges made against the house lobby are probed and either 
resuit in a “whitewash’’ report or in someone being brought 
to justice. 

Another public hearing may be announced at a later date 


“= 


Genuine Independent Company Starts Work, Newark, N. J. 

Right at the gates of New York City the Beil forces have 
just met another defeat, at Newark, N. J. The Hudso: 
and Middlesex Telephone Company has been making steady) 
progress under the direction of President W..L. Lansley, 
who is a determined and capable fighter and one who is 
sure to make his mark in the Independent telephone indus- 
try if he keeps on as he has begun. 

On March 31, the Hudson and Middlesex Telephone Com- 
pany started taking up the streets of Newark, N. J., just a 
little way from New York City, for the installation of its 
lines. The Bell company bitterly opposed its entry, which 
was only accomplished after somewhat new interpretations 
had been placed upon some of the laws of New Jersey 
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Western Pennsylvania Convention. 

The sixth quarterly meeting of the Western Pennsylvania 
Independent Telephone Association will be held at Hotel 
Nixon, Butler, Pennsylvania, April 13 and 14. A special fea- 
ture of this meeting is to be a meeting of toll operators for the 
purpose of receiving instructions on standard operation rules. 
This meeting will be conducted by Mr. H. E. Bradley, secre- 
tary of the Eastern Traffic Association. The meeting prom- 
ises to be a good one and operating companies in this district 
are urged to have a representative at the meeting. 

Officers of the association are: E. D. Schade, Johnstown, 
Pa., president; W. S. Paca, Oil City, vice president; J. Walter 
3arnes, Fairmont, W. Va., vice president, and H. E. Webb, 
Pittsburg, secretary and treasurer. 


Exposure of Trickery in Connection with Elson Bill. 

Senator R. A. Beatty of the Ohio legislature claims to 
have discovered a trick in Wood county, Ohio, where tele- 
phone officials are said to have inveigled people into sign- 
ing a petition asking the senate to pass the Elson bill, when 
the people believed they were signing a petition for the 
lowering of telephone rates. This matter will probably be 
taken up by the Elson bill probe when it starts work. 
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New Book on Construction Material. 

Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company, 
Rochester, N. Y., has issued a 36-page booklet under the 
title “Telephone Construction Material and Supplies for 
Rural Telephone Lines.” It is a complete catalog of sup- 
plies, from cross-arms and pins, wire and pole hardware 
to pulleys, batteries, arresters, test sets, etc. Ample illus- 
trations show all classes of equipment, and prices are 
quoted fully. The booklet is carefully indexed, and is a 
most complete material list for the builder of rural lines. 





A Popular Switchboard Protector. 

It is seldom that an important piece of protective apparatus 
scores above the 500,000 mark in five years. This remarkable 
feat has been accomplished by the Type “H”’ switchboard pro- 
tector made by the American Electric Fuse Company. This 
protector is new enough to be a novelty, yet old enough to 
be a big success. 

Undoubtedly its success is due partially to its simplicity 
and compactness. A toothed wheel, in contact with a resistance 
coil, and soldered tight on its axis engages a phosphor bronze 
plunger. When the coil is heated by an excessive current the 
solder melts, the wheel turns, releases the plunger and breaks 
the circuit Che plunger is forced forward by a piano-wire 
spring and immediately grounds the line, then makes another 
contact which rings an alarm. The three operations are prac- 
tically simultaneous, and the parts never fail to operate. 
When the solder cools, the cartridge can be re-set by simply 
pushing the plunger back into the shell. It is then ready 
for another “shot.” 

This protector is furnished in banks, a pair of protectors for 
each metallic circuit. A single installation of 20,000 pairs, said 
to be the largest single installation on record was made for one 
of the largest Independent telephone companies four years 
ago and has never lost a line since it was installed. Switch- 


boards in Sweden, Mexico, New Zealand and other foreign 
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countries have been equipped with this protector within the 
last 30 days. 

Type “H” protector is more fully described in bulletin No. 
303 of the American Electric Fuse Co., Muskegon, Michigan, 
sent free on request. 
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DrEAN ELectric CoMPANY announces that since April 1 its 
branch office in San Francisco, California, is located in the 
Jackson building, 156 Second St. 
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Manufacturing Progress 


on 


In the new location the company will have four times as 
much space as formerly, and will carry a most complete stock 
of switchboard and intercommunicating apparatus and _ tele- 
phones. 





Another Idea in Calendars. 
A calendar is being sent out by the Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Company, Chicago, Il. The calendar is printed in 
two colors and at the top shows a pretty girl talking over 














The Upper Part of the Kellogg Calendar. 


a desk telephone held in her hand. It will be noticed that the 
desk telephone is the latest model of the Kellogg Company 
and that the young lady is very much pleased with its use 
Below this is a drawing of a rural scene, a telephone pole line 
stretching away at a distance, past a prosperous-looking farm 
house. This postal calendar will be sent promptly upon re 
quest 


—_ 





Mr. JAMES JEFFREY, formerly auditor, secretary and assist 
ant manager of the William Mueller Company, Blaney, Mich 
igan, is now located in Chicago. He desires to form a connec- 
tion with some representative cedar or lumber concern which 
may wish to open a branch office in that city. His experience 
with the Wm. Mueller company, who are known as extensive 
producers and dealers in railroad ties, telegraph and telephone 
poles, cedar posts, lumber, shingles, etc., has brought hit into 
touch with the leading producers and consumers for the past 
seventeen years. His knowledge of the business thoroughly 
covers the ground, as he is familiar with production and dis 
tribution, from stumpage cost to the handling of the finished 
article both on rail and water 

Mr. Jeffrey is located at 1315 Granville Ave., Chicago, and 
he is desirous of becoming representative for some company 
which is anxious to develop the section of its business dealing 
with the trade to be reached from Chicago. 





H. R. Bapcer, manager of the Hoskins Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Detroit, is a brother of the well known Bell tele- 
phone engineer of Philadelphia. This firm also is developing 
an electric soldering iron for switchboard work. 





ANDERSON Force MACHINE Co., Detroit, will erect a fine 


new plant this summer at the end of Jefferson street. 
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A Series of Calendars. 
The Three States Cedar Co., Palace Bldg., Minneapolis, 
Minn., is sending out a series of calendars to telephone 


companies. The illustration herewith is a reproduction of 

















One of a Series of Calendars. 


the company’s April calendar, which is in colors \ny one 


desiring these calendars during the year should address 
a request to the company. 


Mr. Carl H. 


the company 


Erickson, secretary and treasurer, announces 


hand a large stock of cedar poles in 


has on 
all lengths and sizes and is in position to make prompt 


shipments to any point. Inquiries for prices will receive 


immediate attention 





Some Prompt Shipments. 

lhe following letter is typical of a number received by the 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company, Chicago, IIL, in 
the last four months, in acknowledgement of rush orders effec 
tively filled. 

March 18, 1910. 

Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 

Gentlemen—I wish to thank you for 


your promptness in 


taking care of our recent telegraphic orders for telephones 

to replace those recently destroyed by fire. 
Yours very truly, 
Home Te. Co., 

John E. Wright, Mer. 

Last week the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. received 

two additional orders for rush switchboard equipment and filled 

them in This 

orders which the company successfully filled in the 


months. 


such 
last four 


record time makes at least a dozen of 


The Great Falls Automatic Telephone Company of Great 
Falls, Montana, ordered for its Cascade exchange, one one- 
hundred-line switchboard and fifty-five telephones. This was 


received on March 14th and was shipped complete March 15th. 

Another order of interest, because it showed promptness and 
efficiency in handling orders, is the request by telegraph of 
the Athens Telephone Company of Athens, Texas, for one 
This was received March 
omplete March 30th. 


four-hundred-fifty-line switchboard. 
24th and was shipped 

°° eee 6% 
. . e 


¢ 
*e 
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Graffis’s Gleanings. 
Written During a Trip on the Road. 
Detroit, April 2.—If the Bell service in Detroit is no more 
up-to-date than its advertising, danger of 


there is no any 


records being shatter¢d. Local street car bears the following 
startling admonition over the Bell’s signature: “START THE 
NEW YEAR RIGHT BY HAVING A TELEPHONE IN 
YOUR OFFICE OR RESIDENCE, ETC.” 


knowledge we can not say 


Of our personal 
whether this touchingly unselfish 
and entirely gratuitous advice is only three months behind the 
time, or a year and three months—Horrors, it might be eve 
worse; but there is a limit to imagination. Speaking of service 
the Detroit Bell company is now making desperate efforts t 
head off the Home company’s increasing popularity by giving 


noonday luncheons to local business and industrial « 


Gratis, 


ganizations. Think of it—free lunch for all who will! 


longer need any one go hungry in Detroit s 


long as thev wil 


uncover and salute the sign of the Bell. 
By the way, we understand that at these same free lunche 
one of the Bell officials is openly admitting that their servi 


I 


is not as rapid as the Home company’s, but is at the sam 


time proudly asserting that this is because of their much lat 


list of subscribers! This is delicious! 


Down at Lima, Ohio, birthplace of a large number: 
guy anchors, there are two more, christened “the Jac 
Clum,” which we fear have been born to blush unse: 


Fate proves more kind in the future than she has in 


J. Jackman, daddy of the “Jack” anchor, is 


ing supplies, buys and sells junk and puts on tin ror 


never had to get married yet, much less to writ 


ments, but he is a good natured hustler and some 


(after all of his other work has been done we may expe 


see him advertise and get a wilt: Ira T. Clum, author of 


other new Lima anchor, is versed in both farming and t 


hardware business, being engaged in the former at present. | 
via rural telephone failed to elicit a response at 


country home last week, so we didn’t get to see the ancl 


THE STANDING PoLE CRrEOSOTING CoMPANY, of Brookvill 


Indiana, recently incorporated, will establish a plant for 1 
pregnating telephone and telegraph poles with creosot 

The 
for treating standing poles G. 
C. P:. Taut and RB. H. Cook 


is manufacturing a device 
Frank M 


other preservatives. company 
K. Schofield, 


are the directors. 


Reed 


Geo. T. 


T. Co., Ft. Wayne, Ind., is now purchasing agent for the Zim 


Fox, formerly assistant manager for the Home T. & 


merman Manufacturing Company, which makes automobiles at 
Auburn, Ind. 

Tue F. Bissett Company, Toledo, Ohio, is arranging t 
launch a house organ, to be styled Bissell’s Electric Bulletin 





——p— 


Ei. €. 
berg-Carlson 


N. Y., wrote to TELEPHONY on 


SLEMIN, sales and advertising manager of the Strom 
Manufacturing Rochester, 
March 24 as 


“Just a line to show you what we can do with our No. 896 


Company, 
follows: 


Teleph« yne 


telephones packed individually in knock-down form. 

“We received a telegram from our Chicago office at 2:00 p. m 
today to ship by freight immediately a substantial amount 0! 
No. 896 telephones. At 3:35 p. m. we 
shipping 800. At 5:30 p. m. today the car left our yard. 

“No order is too large to tax our capacity or too small t 
The time to be doing a big busi 


wired them we were 


receive our best attention. 
ness is here and we are prepared to get it.” 
The way things are opening up this spring is surprising @ 


good many of the manufacturers! 




















ments as soon as issued and any items 





Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state. 


of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL. 

W. J. TRETHEWAY, manager for the Nebraska Telephone 
Company at Spearfish, S. D., has resigned his position 

G. H. GROCE, general superintendent of telegraph and signals 
of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and assistant to the 
general manager, has resigned his position 

FORT WORTH, TEX Louis H. Anderson, of this city, lately 
of Panama, has been appointed general superintendent of the 
Ecuadorian Long Distance Telephone Company at Ecuador. Mr. 
Anderson was for several years telephone engineer for the 
Isthmian Canal Compan: 

H M SHAW, formerly of Louisville, Ky., and for several 
vears with the Bell Telephone Company of Pittsburg, has left 
the service of that concern to become superintendent of the 
telegraphy department of the Gilmore and Pittsburg Railroad, 
Idaho. Mr. Shaw is an expert electrician 

H. C. SLEMIN, of Rochester, N. Y announces the arrival 
at his home on March 24 of a son and heir. This new addition 
to the sales and advertising force of the Stromberg-Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Company was enthusiastically wel- 
comed and will probably follow in the footsteps of his popular 
parent 

P. KERR HIGGINS, general superintendent of the Pionee: 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, Oklahoma City, Okla., as 
given up is work as editor of the Monthly Bulletin, issued by 
the company, owing to the pressure of other duties Mr. Hig 
gins ts succeeded in building Ip a papel which is one of the 
most interesting of th journals issued by t] various Bell tele- 
phone Companies, and it is a live factor in encouraging good 
work and a spirit of co-operation among the company’s employes, 
as Well as a means of helping individual members to a bette1 
understanding of their work, and thus promoting their advance 
ment The severing of his connection with the Bulletin. is deeply 
regretted among the employes, but he leaves the work only afte 
laying down the lines of a helpful and cheerful policy, which 
his successo. seem inclined to accept as a model 

OBITUARY. 

BATAVIA, ILL Frank Pierce, district manager of the Inter- 
State Telephone Company, died on Mareh 27. 

WHEELING, W. VA.—Matthew Robert Wollf, for some years 
division superintendent of the Bell telephone company, com- 
prising 21 counties in Ohio and West Virginia, and a veteran 
telegraph and telephone man, died on Mareh 21. 


NEW COMPANIES. 


LOWELL, ARK The Lowell Mutual Telephone was organized 


with 50 stockholders. The following are officers: W. H. Cowan, 
president; J. T. Sharp, secretary; J. M. Beard, treasurer: A. J. 
Cowan, A. C. Mayes and J. W. Looney, directors. 

BELLEVILLE, ILL.—The Shiloh Valley Telephone Company 
has been chartered by the Secretary of State to do a general 
telephone business in and about Belleville. The incorporators are 
Adolph Knobeloch, Andrew Voelkel and Peter B. Scheutz. The 
company is capitalized at $2,500, par value of shares, $50, 

CHICAGO, ILL.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Subway Telephone Construction Company. The company is 


capitalized at $100,000, par value of shares $100, and the incorpora- 


tors are Joseph Harris, Sanford S. Harris and Albert E. Wilson. 
LATHAM, ILL.—The Latham Telephone Company has filed 
articles of incorporation with the Secretary of State. The com- 
pany is capitalized at $10,000, par value of shares $100, and in- 
corporators are, J. W. Collins, H. S. Bekemeyer and J. S. Allen. 
WOODHULL, ILL.—Josiah Moody, August Nilson and Robert 


J. Forgy are the incorporators of the Clover Industrial Telephone 
Company. The company is capitalized at $1,200. 


BRAZIL, IND.—The Jackson Township Telephone Company is 
the name of a new telephone company chartered by the secre- 


tary of State. The company is capitalized at $10,000, par value 
of shares being $5, and the incorporators are, George Young, 
Ralph Blissler and Charles W. Evans of Brazil, and Willis Mc- 


Cullough and John 
GUNDER, 


of Center Point. 
IA.—The incorporators of the newly organized Ma- 


Hoffman 


rion Telephone Company are N. T. Loftsgaard, H. H. Gilbertson, 
E. E. Landsgard, T. Holson, A. S. Haugh and K. A. Kirksburg. 

MILDRED, KANS.—The Mildred Telephone Company was in- 
corporated by Dr. R. R. Nevitt, president; H. G. Lieurance, 
vice-president; and L. D. McCoy, secretary-treasurer. The 


new company has purchased the interests of the Eastern Kan- 
sas Telephone Company, which had a few lines in this city, and 


date 


will put in a new and up-to system as soon as material 
is ordered and received. 
FRANKFORT, KY.—The Thornton and Savo Telephone Com- 


pany has filed articles of incorporation, 
HARMONY, ME.—The 
Company the name. of a 
conduct a telephone business 
central office will be at 
highway to Cambridge, 
pany capitalized at $5,000, 
Willis, Ss. W. 
KITTERY, ME \ new 
Me., the Havana 
Mitchell, of Kittery 
Morrison, of Portsmouth, 
will conduct 
PORTLAND, 
name of a 
secretary state 
pany, and Carl W. 
$10,000, and will 
i purposes 
ME.—A. Dunham and 
ind treasurer respectiy 
Cacamuva Mines Companys \ 
will be carried incidental 
apitalized at $100,000. 


Motley 


Wellington Telephone 
just chartered to 
Wellington The 
Harmony, and lines will extend on all 
Wellington and Athens The com- 
the ineorporators are: A. H 
treasurer, and hei 


Harmony and 
new incorporation 


in Harmony and 


is 


and 
Herrick, 


is 
president; ot 
Augusta, 
Horace 


Ss. J 


chartered at 
Kittery 


company 
Terminal Company, 
president ef the company, 
N H., is treasurer. The 
lines with general 
ME.—The 
new inecerporation 
FE. A. ‘Turner 
Smith treasurer. 
operate telephone 


just 
is of 
and 

company 


IS 


telephone along its purposes 


and Electric Company is 
recently chartered 
president of the new 
The company is capitalized 


lines in connection th 


Union Gras 


by the 


the 
he 


of is com- 


if 4 
s genera 
PORTLAND, 
president 


Port- 
ewly 


and tele- 


M. S. Wells, of 
lv. of the n 
telephone 


the 


gE 
fand, are 
incorporated 
pur- 


Lo general 


business on 
The 

MOTLEY, 
chartered by the 
$10,090 and the 
vice-president and 58. 


graph 
is 
The 


Secretary 


company 


MINN 


poses. 


Telephone Company has been 
of State, The company is capitalized 
incorporators are V. Lockwood, president; C 


W. Jacobs, secretary and treasurer 


at 
I. Seely, 


LEWISTON, MONT.—D. C. White, Wm. Kizer and F. Heck- 
ford are the incorporators of the Castle Butte Telephone Com 
pany, capitalized at $2,500 

TROY. MONT.—The Lincoln County Telephone Company was 
incorporated by F. B. Callow, N. W. Morrison and Robert Gregg. 
The company is capitalized at $25,000 Certificate was mailed 
to Attorney B. F. Maiden, Troy. 

MERRIMAN, NEBR.--The Central Telephone Company, Cherry 
County, has been organized and incorporated with a _ capital 
stock of $2,000. Phillip F. Nelson, Grant Bixler and J. T 
Steele are the incorporators. 

PIERCE, NEBR. (Pierce Co.)—The Slough Telephone Com 


pany is the name of a new company just incorporated by Messrs 
Duff Brothers, Henry Miller, Herman Mark and H. Fischer. The 
company is capitalized at $1,250. 


RED CLOUD, NEB.—The Indian Creek Telephone Company 
was recently organized by O, E. Ramey, Sr., Edward Met -alf, 
Rudolff Streit, L. W. Means and J. F. Drain. The company is 


incorporated for a term of fifty years Capitalization is $1,500. 
SALISBURY, N. C.—The Independent Telephone Company 

was chartered recently for the purpose of constructing and oper- 

is 


ating a telenhone’ system. The company capitalized at 
$50,000, 

HYDRO, OKLA.—A charter was just granted the Ghast 
Mound Telephone Company, incorporated by Ss. S. Curtes, 
Colony, Okla., Sam Wyatt, M. E, Scott and L, A. Bird. Lines 
will be constructed connecting Hydro and Colony. 

OMEGA, OKLA.—The Omega Telephone Company has _ just 
been chartered by B. F. Smith, W. T. Morris, J. C. Smith, 
P. N. Leech and John E. Wood. The company is capitalized 
at $5,000. Lines will be constructed and operated throughout 
Blaine and Kingfisher counties. 

TALIHINA, OLA.—The Kiamichi Valley Telephone Company, 
capital stock, $2,000, has been incorporated by Elmer R. Han- 
son, E. Hanson and J. E. Bentley. 

3ANCROFT, S. D.—A new company just incorporated is the 


German Telephone Company, by Wm. Rausche, R. P. Hajinga 
and E. C. Ritterbusch. 
DRAPER, S. D.—Chas. Parker, J. ©. Russell and Elmer Seapy 


are the incorporators of the Star Telephone Company. 

OWANKA, S. D.—Articles of incorporation have been granted 
the Homestead Telephone Company. Jos. W. Waterson, W. J. 
Calling and W. L. Rifenburg are the incorporators. Capital stock 
is $5,000. 

MALVERN HILL, VA.—A new telephone company to be known 
as the Henrico-Charles City Telephone Company, with a capital 
of $5,000 has been organized. The new lines will connect with 
those of the Charles City Telephone Company at Malvern Hill, 
and lines will be run to Varina and Fort Lee. 
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HOLLIDAY’S COVE, W. VA.—Wladen Morrow, J. Morrow, F. 
G. Watson and others are the incorporators of the Turkey Tele- 
phone Company, capitalized at $5,000. 

FINANCIAL. 

MILLEDGEVILLE, ALA.—The Milledgeville Telephone Com- 
pany is making plans to issue bonds to the amount of $9,000, for 
the purpose of acquiring some telephone lines now operated under 
lease. 

WARRENSBURG, ILL.—The 
burg Telephone Company has 
$10,000. 

GRAYSVILLE, IND.—The Thurman Township Telephone Com- 
pany has notified the Secretary of State of an increase in its 
capital stock for the purpose of making extensions, improve- 
ments and installing some modern equipment. Chancey F. Med- 
sker is president and Geo. W. Burton is secretary. 

ALBION, IA.—-The State Railway Commission has granted the 
Albion Telephone Company authority to increase its rates; busi- 
mess, $2 to $2.25 per month; two-party business, $1.50 to $2; 
residence, $1 to $1.50; and two-party, $1 to $1.25. The company 
has been in fairly good condition and has always paid dividends 
on its stock, but it has been unable to lay aside from earnings 
a depreciation fund. 

CLINTON, OHIO.—The capital stock of the Clinton Telephone 
Company has been increased from $125,000 to $200,000. 

MARION, OHIO.—At the regular meeting of the directors 
of the Marion County Telephone Company a semi-annual divi- 
.dend of three per cent was declared. 


Warrens- 
$5,000 to 


stock of the 
increased from 


capital 
been 


FRANCHISES. 

MEDICAL LAKE, WASH.—James Glasgow, of the Medical 
Lake Telephone Company, has made an application for a fran- 
chise to construct and operate telephone lines upon the roads 
running north, northwest, and southwest from the town for a 
distance of about ten miles. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


LONDON, KY Lines will be built by the London Telephone 
Company very soon connecting London and Artemus, and London 
and Poplar Flats. It is also expected that a line will be built 
to Manchester. 

WAYNOKA, OKLA.—Several rural lines will be 
very soon by the Waynoka Local and Long Distance Telephons 
Company, to take care of new subscribers. 

MIDDLEBURGH, PA.—The stockholders of the Middle Creek 
Valley Telephone Company are making plans to extend its lines 
to Selinsgrove, Lewiston, Beaver Springs to Middiecreed and 
Bannerville; Middleburgh to Penns Creek; Selinsgrove to Kratz- 
ville; Selinsgrove to Mt. Pleasant Mills, Port Trevorton, McKees 
Half Mills, etc. John Rhul, general manager of the Buffalo Val- 
ley Telephone Company, reported that his company would be 


constructed 


willing to build a line from Penns Creek to Middleburg and 
establish a pay station there until the Middlecreek Valley Com- 
pany was ready to do business and would then turn the line 


over to the new company at cost. 

CALGARY, ONT., CAN.—The 
enjoying a most prosperous growth, and owing to the large num- 
ber of subscribers was obliged to construct a sub-exchange on 
the west side. Since the completion of this it is found that still 
more facilities for giving service are required, and another storys 
will be added to its main exchange. 

GAINSBORO, SASK., CAN At a special meeting of the Gains 
boro Council steps were taken toward the issuing of funds for 
defraying the cost of establishing a system. 

WINNIPEG, MAN., CAN.—S. P. Porter, Deputy Minister of 
the Railways and Telephones, announced that $125,000 would be 
spent in the city by this department within the year A com- 
installed, and a new ex- 


Calgary Telephone Company 1s 


pletely new telephone system will be 
change building erected. A long distance line to Outlook will 
also be completed this year, a distance of 125 miles; and pos- 
sibly one from Moose Jaw to Swift Current 
ELECTIONS. 
STENDAL, IND The stockholders of the Stendal Home 


Telephone Company met in annual session and elected the fol- 
lowing officers to serve the company’s interests for the ensuing 
Blaize; vice-president, Snencer Bar- 


year: President, Dr. J, L. 
rett: treasurer, C. D, Henke; Fred. Schmacker, Buddy Corn, 
Charlie Ferguson and John Hilsmeyer. 

FORD, KAN.—The stockholders of the Ford Mutual Telephon 


Company met recently to elect officers, and the election resulted 
in the old officers being retained for the ensuing year. They are, 
president, A. Berger; vice-president, G. P. Herzer; secretary, 
A. N. Patterson, and treasurer, J, C. Lyons. 

MANKATO, MINN.—The stockholders of the Mankato Citizens 
Telephone Company, met in annual session recently. They were 
all highly pleased with the reports of the officers and the con- 
dition of the company generally. Directors for a term of five 
years were elected and are: S. B. Wilson, H. C. Hotaling, J. R 
Snow, H. E. Hance and William Just. Following the adjourn- 


ment of the stockholders’ meeting, the directors re-elected officers 
as follows: Mm. A. 
president; W. 
son, manager. 


Patterson, president; Nic Peterson, vice- 
D, Willard, secretary and treasurer; P. M. Fergu- 
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HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y.—The annual meeting of the High- 
land Telephone Company was held recently and in addition to 
the general business being disposed of, new officers were 
elected, and are President, Henry Greenfeld; vice-president, 
J. H. Hunter; treasurer, B. C. Durland, and secretary, F H. 
Florence. Howard Conklin, of Monroe, was elected a director 
in place of his father, George B. Conklin, who died six months 
ago. The company has done considerable construction work 
within the past year, much new cable was strung, and a new 
switchboard was installed. Financially, as well as other ways, 
the company is in good condition. 

MIDDLEBURG, PA.—(Snyder Co.) The stockholders of the 
newly organized Middlecreek Valley Telephone Company met 
and elected the following officers: Hon. G. Alfred Schoch, pres- 
ident; Geo. W. Wagenseller, secretary, and Banks W. Yoder, 
treasurer. Considerable interest was manifested in the project 
as the desire for a well-developed telephone system in Snyder 
County is well advanced. 

CAMERON, WIS.—The annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Cameron Farmers’ Telephone Company was held recently fo1 
the purpose of electing officers. O. K. Olson was re-elected for 
president; M. A. Worman re-elected secretary; Henry Juve re- 
elected treasurer. 

GILMANTOWN, WIS.—At the annual meeting of the Gilman- 
town & Dover Telephone Company, the following officers and 
directors were elected: H. E. Ulberg, Ole B. Aase and Jens 
3ongholt, for Dover; Henry Moy, Jake Fluke, A. B. Hutchinson, 
Cc. J. Sund, E. F, Turner and Ara Litchfield, for Gilmanton. The 
directors met and elected the following officers: E. F. Turner, 
president; H. E. Ulberg, vice-president; C. J. Sund, secretary; 
A. B. Hutchinson, treasurer; E. F. Turner, manager for Gilman- 
ton, and H. E. Ulberg for Dover. 

WOODBRIDGE, ONT., CAN.—The Woodbridge and 
Telphone Company, Ltd., have recived their charte1 
Ontario government and held their first meeting at 
There was a good attendance of shareholders and the following 
officers were appointed: President, Dr. P. D. McLean, Wood- 
bridge; vice-president, D,. C. Longhouse, Woodbridge; treasurer, 
H. C. Bailey, Maple: secretary, Ed. W. Brown, Woodbridge 
This company purposes covering the whole of the Vaughan 
township with telephones in the next yeai 


Vaughan 
from the 
Vellore. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


D.. <¢. 


teports: 


The following appears in the Weekls 
Consular and Trade ‘““A report has been received from 
an American diplomatic officer in a Latin-American country fo 
warding a copy of a decree granted by the local government to 
a business man for the construction of an internation bridge and 
telephone and telegraph lines.”’ Copy of the decree giving full 
particulars can be obtained by addressing the Bureau of Manu- 
facturers. Refer to No. 4700. 

JOLIET, ILL.—The right of the Chicago Telephone Company 
to operate was questioned at a meeting of the City Council when 
it was said that the franchise under which the company operates 
was granted to an individual several years ago. The city attorney 
has been ordered to investigate the matter and report to the 
council 

MATTOON, ILL.—The Mattoon Telephone Company has 
plied its repairmen with an automobile for use in their work. 

DETROIT, MICH.—The Home Telephone Company, of Mich- 
igan, will exhibit telephone apparatus and new features at the 


WASHINGTON, 


sSup- 


industrial exposition to be held in that city the first week in 
July. It is expected to form a useful part in the educational 
part of the exhibit. 

JACKSON, MICH.—The Independent Telephone Company's 
property was entirely destroyed by fire a short time ago. The 
loss is estimated at about $5,000, with no insurance 

LEBANON, MO.—A. T. Nelson and Robt. Blikenderfer, who 


own a controlling interest in the Lebanon Telephone Company, 


have purchased the stock of the Laclede Telephone Company, 
Laclede, and the two systems will be combined. 

HERMAN, NEBR.—The stockholders of the Herman Tele- 
phone Company held their annual meeting recently. The re- 
ports showed the company to be in very good condition, and 


The company has added 
rebuilt 


ul the stockholders were well satisfied. 
six new country lines, and most of their old lines were 
within the past year. 
MARYSVILLE, OHIO.—A fire 
buildings in 3yhalia, caused the 
Telephone Company's exchange. 


which destroyed a number of 
destruction of the Farmers 


UNDERGROUND. 


IND.—The City Council has 
compel the American Telephone & Telegraph Company, it is 
reported, to comply with an ordinance passed some time ago 
requiring the company to place its wires and cables underground 
in the city. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—It is announced that an ordinance has 
been prepared for introduction requiring all telephone, tele- 
graph and electric light companies to place their wires under- 
ground in all parts of Brooklyn. 

KENOSHA, WIS.—An ordinance will be brought up for the 
consideration of the council very soon providing for the placing 
of all electric and telephone wires in the city underground. 


SOUTH BEND, taken steps to 
































More Kind Words About Telephony’s 
Directory 


A. F. Adams, engineer and assistant to the president, of the 
Home Telephone Company, of Joplin, Mo., writes: “Your 
Directory is a very complete book and very valuable. | am 


having it bound and expect to put it in my library as a part 
of the history of the telephone industry.” 

letter dated March 15, Henry W. Pleister, 
manager of the Diamond Expansion Bolt Company, of New 


In a general 


York, says: “TELEPHONY’s Directory of the Telephone Indus- 
try has just reached us, and we desire to congratulate you on 
We find this publica- 
valuable in connection with our advertising depart- 


the completeness of your 1910 edition. 
tion very 
ment, and for general reference along lines allied with tele- 
phone construction.” 

J. B. Malette, advertising manager of the Star Expansion 


solt Company, writes: “I consider TELEPHONY’s Annual 
Directory of the Telephone Industry a remarkable medium in 
which to advertise any product made which appeals to the 
telephone trade. We are already tracing a large amount of 
business to our page in the 1910 edition.” 

The Minneapolis Electric & Construction Company writes: 
“We are pleased with the general appearance and contents 
of TELEPHONY’S think it field 


of communication with prospective sales that is not obtained 


Directory and opens up a 


in any other source. We are using it to circularize our wire 
reel and meter and shall expect some business in the future 
from this work.” 

M. Lanz & Sons, Pittsburg, write: 


we have received your 1910 Directory of the Telephone In- 


“We beg to advise that 


dustry and are very much pleased with it.” 

The Lemke Electric Company, of Milwaukee, writes: “We 
1910 TELEPHONY Directory is an excellent book 
We consider 
the same a fine medium for advertising and the best arranged 


believe the 
in arrangement as well as in every other respect. 


directory for circularizing purposes.” 

The W. C. 
ville, Mass., 
plete.” 

The Anhydrous Battery Company, Chicago, reports: “We 
have received your telephone directory and think it is all right, 
as far as we are able to judge.” 

The American Hoist & Derrick Company, St. Paul, Minn., 
“The 1910 copy of TELEPHONY’s Directory has been 


Stephenson Manufacturing Company, of Somer- 


writes: “We think your last publication very com- 


writes : 
received and we consider it an excellent advertising medium 
for the field it is designed to cover. Its circularizing purposes 
are unequalled.” 

J. N. Edelin, president of the Conduit 
Company, Inc., of Pasadena, Calif., writes: 
we are more than pleased with results of our page advertis- 
ment in TELEPHONY’s Directory, having received about fifty 


Threading Device 


“For a beginner 


inquiries already, and you can count us in on your next issue. 
The information given is more than worth the money alone.” 
From St. Louis, Anchor Company 
“We have looked over your Directory for 1910. We want to 
It reflects credit upon its editors 


the Everstick writes: 


congratulate you upon it. 


and composers. It is like the Everstick. It tells its own 
story.” 
B. S. Holden, vice-president and general manager of the 


Towers Pin & Bracket Company, of Ellijay, Ga., writes: ‘We 
are much pleased with the new directory. We consider it the 
best thing of its kind we ever saw.” 

After using the Directory, the Vote-Berger Company, La 
Crosse, Wis., sends in another and more extended comment 


on the publication. “In our estimation,” writes M. I. Berger, 


secretary of the company, “it is far and away the best list 


of the kind ever published. Your classification or grouping 
of the companies on one of the opening pages in itself doubles 
the value of the mailing list to us because it enables us quickly 
to plan for circularization without turning over the arduous 
task of counting to the girls at the circularization tables. For 
example, today in ordering literature it was of great help to 
the writer to be able to quickly plan 10,000 mailing cards to 
companies of less than 100 subscribers and about 6,000 to the 
others, and we shall have frequent occasion to use your other 
classifications, A., B., C., ete. insertion 
among the advertisements of your useful tables and technical 


Furthermore, the 


information renders it certain that the book will be kept and 
the advertisements read by the people whom we are trying to 
sell to.” 

Harry the C. A. Wood Pre- 
server Company, of Austin, Texas, writes: “The Directory 
is 100 per cent better than last year, and we are sorry we 
did not Wishing you de- 
served success.” 

B. F. Wasson, president of the National Telephone 
& Electric Company and the Wasson Reel Company, Clin- 
ton, Ill., writes: “We have examined the 1910 Directory 
very closely and pronounce it the best that has ever beers 
issued. It is one of the best advertising mediums for tele- 
phone material in the field and we shall refer to it quite 
often for advice.” 

From the New England Electrical 
comes the following: 

“On careful inspection of your Telephone Directory, we find 


H. Gerhard, manager of 


take more advertising space. 


Works, Lisbon, N. H., 


it very complete, accurate and useful.” 
Theo. G. Empie, Wilmington, N. C., 
“Your Directory affords excellent opportunity for getting in 


says: 


personal touch, as well as allowing you to circularize intelli- 


gently. Conversely it should afford an excellent buyer’s refer- 
ence.” 

From Wheeling, W. Va., the Mountain State Electrical 
Company writes: “We wish to acknowledge receipt of 


your Directory of telephone companies. We find this to 
be the most complete and up-to-date work of this kind that 
we have ever examined and wish to compliment you om 
your efforts in filling a long-felt want.” 

Page & Hill, of Minneapolis, the well-known dealers in 
cedar poles and posts, write: “We think the Directory is 
very fine and are more thay pleased with it. We do not 
know how it could be improved in any particular. A few 
days ago the writer was in the office of the purchasing 
agent of a large telephone company, who had a copy of the 
directory on his desk and who referred to it as being a most 
convenient publication for him, saying that he was using 
it more and more every day.” 





The Telephone Aids in Election Campaign. 

In the campaign for the spring elections in Chicago, the tele 
phone was extensively used in some of the wards. The fol 
lowing, under the heading, “Campaign on the Telephone,” ap- 
peared in the Chicago Tribune, April 2: 

“Tf any one had difficulty yesterday in telephoning to per 
sons in the Second ward it was because the wires were being 
kept busy by the volunteers for Wentworth. Scores of busi- 
ness men devoted most of their time to calling up friends and 
acquaintances to request their support for the independent 
Republican in accordance with the advocacy of the Municipal 
Voters’ league in its final report.” 
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In the Rural Line Districts 


The Blue Rapids Telephone Company will issue some neat 
calendars the first of the year, the top of which will present 
the likeness of the lady employes of the company. You can 
bet every young man in town will be after one of the calendars. 
—Blue Rapids (Minn.) Journal. 

It is reported that the Smith Brothers have sold their tele- 
phone system to five parties in and close to Bushton—Bushton 
(Kas.) News. 

Twelve new “drops” have been placed in the switchboard at 
the Seymour telephone exchange. Operator Jim Medlock is 
one of the most accommodating people in the world. Thursday 
morning he called one of the patrons of the line to inform 
him that his cow was roaming about the town. “A man called 
me out about 10 o’clock the other night to find out what time 
it was,” said the genial Jim, with reference to the varied uses 
people make of a telephone. “I told him it was time to go 
to bed.”—Seymour Letter in Champaign (Jll.) News. 

H. J. Clark, of the Kellogg Co., is in the city this week, 
overhauling the switchboard and connections of the Courtland 
Phone Co—Courtland (Kas.) Comet. 

George Gresham, who has been connected with the Potter 
telephone exchange for some time, and who is very popular 
out there, has resigned, and returned to his home at Basehor, 
Kas.—Atchison (Kas.) Globe. 

Scott West was over from Columbus to repair the telephone 
He says our lines get more and more busy 
Coluntbus (Kas.) 


switchboard here. 
each time he comes.—Hallowell Letter m 
Light. 

Seebert Jordan, manager of the Chatham telephone exchange, 
was here Tuesday, and while here put in an extension arm for 
H. Welles’ store phone.—Devona (Jll.) News. 

Treasurer Barber, of the Grove Telephone Company, was :n 
Quinter Tuesday, and with Press McGuire repaired the wires 
' 





in this vicinity. Twenty-one separate breaks in wires were re- 
paired and seven poles that had been broken down were re- 
placed.—Quinter (Kas.) Advocate. 

Mr. Reece, our new telephone man, will soon be calling hello 
over the lines. We wish him success in his new work.— 
Sherman Correspondence in Randolph (Neb.) Enterprise. 

A. J. Baxter has traded his telephone system in Missouri 
for a store building and contents in Burlington. P. D. Baxter 
will manage the store for him.— Strawn Letter in Burlington 
(Kas.) Republican. 

George Gordon, manager of the Home Telephone Co., has 
returned from a visit with his parents in Kansas.—Oskaloosa 
(Ia.) Herald. 

J. H. Scott, of Long, manager of the Farmer’s Tel. 
Sallisaw 


& Tel. 
Co., was a business visitor here Tuesday. (Okla. ) 
Star Gasette. 

The people of this neighborhood met at Angora Monday night 
and built several miles of telephone line, but as yet the line 
lacks wire and poles. We'll get together yet the same way.— 
Angora Correspondence in Pontiac (Mich.) Gaszette. 

The Curly Hill Telephone Company have their poles planted 
and to have their telephones installed next week.- 
Doylesville (Pa.) Democrat. 


Lyle Jacoby has purchased 


expect 


Lockard’s shore in the 


Hugh 
north Green Door telephone line. We are glad to welcome 


Lyle on our line, but regret to see Hugh leave—Green Door 
(Mo.), Democrat. 


Dunham, 


Correspondence in Warrensburg 


Carl Sherwood, progressive, and R. A. stalwart, 


hoth good Republicans, renewed a telephone discussion in the 


private office of one of the belligerents. Sherwood received 


a broken nose, but had the better of the argument when sepa 
rated —Clark, S. D., 
Press 


Dispatch in St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer- 
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Six telephone linemen received an icy bath in the St. Clair 
River when the sleigh they were driving, broke through the 
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ice. They got out with little difficulty, but the horse proved 
more difficult—St. Clair Dispatch in Jackson (Mich.) Patriot. 








